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— theſe reſſections to ourſelves'?- 1 0 - 

Th +; And Gurely-ie muſe afford us all EE on Eos 

5 exhauſtible fund of conſolation to reflet, | „„ 
duat it is i 1 

e ' fall into, or commit 11 
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SERM. Hor v GnosT, in the ſame man 
. 2 — with the ſame aggravating circumſtances 
alzãs the Phariſees did of old. And this 
e e 
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ng by a life of irreligion this 


which is all that the nature of 
we may ſeem even to have 
int of certainty of our 


* 5 


Sen. Gentiles then laboured under; and whit 
ue cannot aſſure ourſelves we ſhould have 


* 


ee 3 his concurrent examination 
of many ages, and the advantage of conf 
dering and comparing the objections C 
adverſaries on all ſides. We have the 

viſibly deſcended on the Apoſtles. 
We bear the truth ol 


R 


deſtunction of „ 

diſperſion of the whole nation of 

by the incredible TO W 

eee E " abs e 
"ach additional confirmations. of 

3 truth of the Chriſtian R 


9 


and irreligion in thoſe who, notwithſtand- SERM. 
ing every reaſonable proof, yet obſtinately 8 
reject the counſel of Gop againſt them 
ſelves, by perſiſting to diſbelieve, or (which 
is much the ſame thing) by diſobeying 
the doctrines of the Goſpel. Upon this 
foundation it is that the A poſtle ſo ſolemnly 
condemns the fin of rejecting Chriſtianity, 


and with ond | pas emphaſis cautions  - 


us againſt it. See (fays the Apoſtle) 
«that ye HY not him'-that-ſpeakethyy 
4 if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him 
e that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall 
4 not we eſcape, if we turn away r 
him that ſpeaketh from Heaven. 
And again; If the word ſpoken by 
Angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſ- 
6 greſſion and diſobedience received a juſt 
s recompence of reward; how ſhall we 
« eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation, 
« which at the firſt began to be ſpoken 
* by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
eus by them that heard him: Gop alfo 
« bearing them witneſs both with figns : 
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who is actuated by it, is equally deſperate = 
with that of the ancient Phariſces, who 
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2 : HERE ſeems to have been an opinion SERM. 
1 fondly indulged among the gene- III. 


enough with that national pride, which 
1 ga feature of their charac= _ 
the Temple at Jeruſalem, that 
glory of the whole earth, ſhould continue 
undefaced till the conſummation of all 
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FR 


ir pd When therefore our Bleſſed Lord 8 | 


told the total demolition of that magnifi- | 
cent edifice, inſomuch that one ſtone 
ſhould not be left upon another; we 
5 immediately 
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of the Jewiſh people conſiſtent 
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SEAM, immedistelp find them propoſing ſuch 
qoeeſtions, as evidently prove they con- 


| Faith and Works. 


ceived it to amount to a prophecy of the 


laſt day. For the ſacred hiſtorians inform 


that CurIsT having aſcended the 


Mount of Olives, and placed himſelf 


over againſt the Temple, four of his 
Diſciples —impatient of «uncertainty. in an 


event of ſuch intereſting importance 


* came unto him privately, ſaying, tell 
„us when ſhall theſe things be? and 


«© what ſhall be the fign-of thy coming, © 


Land of the end of the world.. 


As this innocent prepoſſeſſion had N 


excited in them an uncommon degree of 
ſeriouſneſs and ſolicitude, highly ſervice- 
able to the purpoſes of holy inſtruction ; 
he did not think fit to contradict it: but 
_returns an anſwer applicable to both events. 


To the latter part of their queſtion, which 


relates to the /igns that ſhould precede the 


. accompliſhment of his prophecy ; he tells 
| them there ſhould be a multitude of fa/ 


: 9 enthuſiaſtic preachers ; who 
ha would 


1 N 


9 4% 


would Rretwoully endeavour to ſeduce 5 ill. M. 
them from the true religion, © deceiving 


(if it were poſſible) the very elect.— 
That they ſhould hear of wars, and 


* rumors, of wars — that nation ſhould 


xiſe againſt nation, and kingdom againſt 
* kingdom—that there ſhould' be earth- 


% quakes in diverſe places—famine, plague, 
tand peſtilence. Nay, that the brother 
t ſhould: betray the brother, and the father 
« the ſon, and that children ſhould even riſe 


_ * up againſt their parents—that in general, 


ian extreme corruption of manners ſhould 


„prevail, and an irefitibie torrent of 
«every ſpecies af vice.” 


+ As to the other part of the Diſciples 


enquiry—the preciſe diſtance of | time, 
when theſe events ſhould take place ; he 
| anſwers them, of that day and that hour 
„ knoweth no man, no not the Angels, 


© which are in Heaven, neither the Son 


*« himſelf—confidered merely in his human 
i nature but the Father only. | For as 

in the my that were before the flood, 
„ mankind 
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bigs with the fate of human nature, | 


and feel the univerſal tribulation of - 5 
da 8, . ; | oo / 
<« when the ſtars ſhall fall from | 
Ry | 
by his holy Angels, ſhall come 
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but not that they aſſuredly muſt, one time | 
or other; they would therefore immediately - \ 
reſolve by a conſtant, habitual attention. to 0 
their duty towards Gop and man, to be N 
at al times prepared; never liable to be „ 
unawares. Take FE wu.” | i 


« the time is.” Te mains | , 
+1 


ing is to conſide too much in one's own | 

ſelf.- The former alone is but fplendid — LG 

ify, the latter an impious | 

' tion; Our Divine Teacher hath therefore — 
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Farb and Works. © KL 5 
a laſt effort of deſpair their eſcape. nn 
. Pray ye that your FLIGHT ——" - WES 
The very attempt toeffect this, and to pre- | 
Ho themſelves and their tender, fainting 
offspring, without habitation or covering, 
expoſed to all the fury of the elements in 
that inclement ſeaſon, when, as holy Job 
expreſſes it, ** Gop thundereth marvel- 
*louſly with his voice, ſaying to the 
*« ſnow; be thou upon the earth, likewiſe oY 
80 the {mall rain, and to the great rain | | 
« of his ſtrength ; when he ſealeth up the 
« hand: of every man, diminiſheth his 
© natural ſtrength ;''—muſt, without a 
miracle, be little leſs than flying from a 
ſudden, to a lingering and more painful 
i : death a death by cold and famine! Yes! __ — 
in choſe dreary days, when Gop giveth 1 
mo like wool, and ſeattereth the hoar _ = 
« froſt like aſhes, when he caſteth forth _—_— 
© his ice like morſels, and none is able to _—_— 
«« abide the power of his froſt ;” the ws ' 
deriounced againſt thoſe, who give ſuck in ä 
| thoſe days, and are driven out, to leaddde = 
Vor. * e forth | = 


F 4 . n on +; = * 
8 — as 
1 we IE A * 8 2 
. 2 n * 


before the tribunal of Omnipotence ; ex- 


| Faith and. Warks. 


ER N. forth hed children, © amidſt a bloody and 


mercileſs. enemy, to ſeek their bread in 
deſolate places; muſt be written on ny. 
heart of every benevolent being. "2 

But pregnant with ſorrow and aeſpair : 


8 as s ſuch a ſcene may be eaſily repreſented, 


there is another, my brethren, to which 


the words, in their ſecond ſenſe, are appli- 


cable, as much ſuperior in both, as infinite 


is to finite eternity to time ;—it is that 


of a thoughtleſs ſinner, overtaken by the 
day of judgement, and cut off while he is 
utterly unprepared for his accompt, perhaps 


in the very act of offending God. Conceive 
an immortal: ſoul in the vintterablo agony 


and deſpair of ſuch a condition, trembling” 


. — 


pecting every moment that erfible - 
ſentence, which muſt conſign him over to 
inexorable vengeance for ever: Reflect 
that ſuch a caſe, may without timely re- 
n be your own and you will then 


3 . 


Faith ind W orks. 


praying, that your flight from this world 
be not in that Piritual winter, when your 


heart is cold to the intereſts of virtue, - x 


frozen againſt the Love of Gop, 
_ barren of the fruits of righteouſneſs. . 
The frequent alluſions throughout 
every part of the Sacred Writings to rural 
life and the vegetable creation, particularly 
in thoſe beautiful compariſons of the 


RN. 


Church to a Vineyard, the men of Judah | 


to the pleaſant plant, immorality to Tour 
grapes, the fincere Chriſtian. to the free 
that bringeth forth good fruits, the day of 
judgement to an 4arve/t ; together with 
| thoſe expreſſions of the ſeed of the word, 


the fruits of the Spirit, and innumerable 


others that may be adduced, I conceive 
will juſtify ſuch an explication of that 
figurative term, in the text che winter, 


as applied to our moral or religious ſtate. 


It muſt evidently be that uncomfortable 
ſeaſon, when the thick clouds of our fins 
have hid us from the warmth of the Sun of 

Av: an when our charity to man 
| „„ and 


10 Faith and Works. 
EE ID 7 when the 
vegetation of the fruits of Grace within 
us, like that of nature, is abſolutely ſuſ- 
pended, perhaps frozen to the root. And 
ſuch ſeems to be the meaning of that 
allegorical deſcription of the Church's 
 _ glory in the Song of Solomon: Lo the 
inter is paſſed, the rain is over and 
* gone, the flowers appear on the earth — 
* the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, 
& and the vines with the tender grape give | 
«a good ſmell.” 

The integrity of tbe metaphor is n 
wiſe remarkably preſerved in that addreſs 
of the Baptiſt to the Phariſees and Sadducees 
—< bring forth fruits meet for repentance; 
every tree that bringeth not forth good 

fruit is hewn down and caſt into the 
« fire.” And. our Saviour ſpeaking of 
falſe prophets, tells us we ſhall know 
them by their fruits.” And he proceeds 
0 inveerogats, do men gather grapes of 
« thorns, or ſigs of thiſtles ?” 80 St. 
Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, 
5 | prays 
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Faith _ Works. 


with the "addy ng 4 Gov' 8 will; but 


that they may walk worthy of the Lord N 


unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every 
good work. And writing to the Corin- 


thians, he repteſents their charitable con- 


tributions to the poor, as a ſeed that is 
„ /o2wn, and ä the aber of their 
« righteouſneſs.” Again; I have 


i planted, Apollos watered, | but Go 


gave the increaſe: —that is, it is by 


Gov's grace alone that you are enabled to 
ſhow by your life and converſation the 


fficacy of that BUNK which | we _ 


= ? an eee mode of expreſ- 


labour mere fait for he immediately 


„they believed, which ſhould perfect 
| the work being the - effect of Gop's 


free Grace in an honeſt and good heart. 


Hence that explanatory exhortation, Let 
us not be wea 


1 61 


adds, they were only miniſters by whom 


in WELL DOING 3. for 


5 
>. 4M 


Faith mY) Works. 
1 e due ſeaſon we ſhall __ if we ant 


F FA: 
| Now Been theſs "oily texts, ait ac 
appear, that by the /rurts here ſpoken of, 
we are to underſtand the works of practi- 
cal morality, and of perſonal virtue: in the 
language of our 12th, Article of Religion 

* Good works, which are the fruits of 

« faith : by which a /vely faith, that 

„ faith which is available to Salvation; may 
be as evidently en as a enen 
. ait 2: 

Conſider then, my tn is d 
fully, how led thoſe poor ſouls are 
deluded who truſt to be ſaved by the merits 
of Ixsus CRRISsT, without a ſuitable 

holineſs of converſation l who live and 
dye in that very ſtate of coldneſt and n- 

fruitfulneſs, which he hath himſelf witng 
ſuch holy ſolicitude taught us to deprecate. 
* Pray ye, that your flight be not in the 
winter. For then (as he proceeds) ſhall 
«be great tribulation; ſuch as was _ 
e e the n. of the "world, 4 


; Eg > thy 


e btiars only, is rejected, and _— unto. 


this time, no, nor ever ſhall be.” — SERV. BY 
Words too ſtrong to expreſs any mere Gan — 
temporal calamity. Remember too, his = 
: typical curſe of the barren fig-tree. 
Faith cometh by hearing, and is indeed 
the principle or ſeed of eternal life; but 
unleſs this ſeed be. diligently cultivated, 
warmed, and cheriſhed in our hearts, that 
it may take root downwards and bear fruit 
| upwards, to the Glory of Gop and advan- 
tage of our fellow-creatures, it is abſolute- _— 
ly dead to all the purpoſes of Salvation. 1 
For as the Apoſtle has elegantly and =—_— 
forcibly illuſtrated this great doctrine; 3 
AS the earth which drinketh i in the rain, 
t that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth - 
«© forth herbs meet for them, by whom 
«it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from 
« Gop;' ſo that which beareth thorns and 


0 «curſing whoſe end is to be burned.” | 5 9 
Ihe day of every man's death is, as 6 

that individual, to all intents and purpoſes, 
ng end of the world. Since whatever 


hk | F + | length 


#1 


find him mae in hs ſame moral 
and condition as death 
e tree falleth ſo ſhall it lye,” 
. great object of R being to reſtore 
to a ſimilitude of the Divine Nature 


N is, of its moral 
| us to-plead in the n 
5 ity of our faith? 
=_ | of brace have al bach, even 


removing of mayntains, and to the 
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Now as of chat day, and that hour, SERM. - 
e, we may be ſummoned to our : 
accompt, knoweth no man; if it ſhould  —_ 
| be your misfortune to depart ſuddenly 
'- fromthe world, and in a cold ſtate of im- 
| morality, to have your flight in the winter ; > 
0, my brethren, let no man deceive % 
vou with vain words; for you are reſerved to 
all the anguiſh and tribulation, the horror, 
deſpair, and torment of that dreadful day, 
predicted by your Redeemer. |< When 
that evil ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, 
any Lord delayeth his coming, and ſhall 
ee begin to ſmite his fellow-ſervants, and 
44 to eat and drink with the drunken ''— 
5 ſinking i into ſenſuality, * the Lord of that 
#* ſeryant ſhall come, in a day when he 
* looketh not for him, and in an hour 
* that he is not aware of; and ſhall cut 
him aſunder, and appoint him his 
* portion with the hypocrites ; there ſhall - 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth.” 
It is confeſſed, that there are in the writ- 
5 ing of St. Fouls many ten, which at firſt 
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wrath, and anger, . 
Tr, and ihe 5 be | 


= 


* 


11 the obſervation of an e writer 8 F RM. 7 | 
chat * where envying and ſtrife is, . "OY 
there is confuſion and every evil work.” | 
And therefore it is that our merciful 
Creator ſo frequently and fo im zportunately, 

In his Holy Word, exhorts us to mutual 


$9 2 


love —petſuading us to extirpate the 
malignity of our furious paſſion and to 


| ne 


8 9 2 | 2. . "« be 


» 


8 LN M. be kindly affectioned one . an 


— © other.” 
a And our progreſs in this heck : 


undertaking may be very advantageouſly 
| regulated by that pathetic exhortation of 
the great Apoſtle which I have ſelected for 
ä _ ſubject c of your preſent meditations. _ 
| ; Let all bitterneſs, and "wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
* be put away from you with all malice. 
« And be ye kind one to another—tender- 
7 hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
KW Gov, for Cnr18T's fake, hath' forgiven 3 
£ you,” T2 4 2 wah. 
In which Scripture are enumerated, 
In the firſt place, 5 vices, Which are 
eontrary | to the ſpirit o of of, dgneihe, ciyil, 
5 dle FCC 
ph And condly,, t the yirtues,\ of which it 


as 


* 1 


5 ou Few io, gl brig vie ups l 1600hor') 
., Theſe, . as they are arranged in the te xt, 

" ſhall, without any other order or diviſion, 

. Fonſtitye. the topics. ff. 299 following « dis 
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And may that eternal Gop, and Hea- SEA 
os F ather, who alone maketh men to — 
be of one mind in a houſe, aſſiſt us by the 
ſweet influences of his Grace to diveſt our 
- ſouls of every thing that bears a reſem- 

blance, to the former, and to clothe them 
with the. amiable graces of the latter : 

that e may live together in unity and 
ö godly. love here upon earth, and eternal 
e and glory hereafter i in H eayen! 


** il, then, among the vices weg 

we. are to put away all bitterneſs. B y 
| which is to be underſtood that malignity 
of ſpirit, which makes us regard our 
neighbours, with envy, hatred, and 
averſion. As when St. Peter "lays to 
Simon Magus, & Repent of thy wicked- 
: hes, and pray Gov, if perhaps the 
1 thought of thine heart may be forgiven 
tthee; for I perceive thou art in the gall 

L of bitterneſs and in the bond of iniquity.” 

Or as when our Apoſtle admoniſhes his 
Hebrew conyerts, to“ * follow Peace with 


3 | TR «all ws 
"F, 4 6 4-2 2 i * 
/ RE * 5 * . * 
7 5 1 


< . 4 F< . 


| Philanthropy 3 | 
10 all men, and holineſs ; ah to Tok dili- 
« cently leſt any root of Bitterneſs ſhould : 


W * ſpring up, to trouble and defile them.” 
But the ſcope of the Epiſtle determines 


- the Word to fignify that truly diabolical 


habit of ſoul, which we expreſs by miſan- 


| thropy, « or an inveterate hatred of mankind 


in general :—Proceeding not from the 


temperament of bilious or melancholy 


humours—not from fickneſs and bodily 
infirmities, which naturally render us 
fretful, and impatient; but from the 


interior corruption and voluntary malice 


of the heart which excites a vicious 


_ diſguſt towards our fellow - creatures, 


makes us interpret cheir words and actions 


in the worſt ſenſe, and nouriſh in our 


minds a ſecret ſuſpicion, diſcontent, an d 
_U-will againſt all we know—extrafting 


pleafure from their very 
ilappointments.. | 


nes and 


A principle 0 peculiarly eise, 
that a8 no excuſes can . & no 


” 7. „ 
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A Dieu fat fun- undi. 231˙ 
— inconvenience it may be pro- 8 ER M. 
ductive of to other men, inflicts an infi- — 
nitely greater torment on its ow armen 


ders him a diſgrace to human nature the 
a eee voluntary. 
unbaſſador from the author of all 
and a candidate for wretchedneſs. 
Above all. things, therefore, this 4 _ 
maſterin the ſcience of Salvation enjoins us 
<—exbortsus for JugveCynigt: 8 fake, who 
bass neceſſary tandeney to Cutts. bo all 
means, to retrensh this accurſed root of 
bitterneſs, which eafily ſprings up in the 
black ſoil of ſome hearts, and caſts 4 
baneful ſhade on all thoſe, whom by waar 
law of Nature, Neighbourhood and Grace, 
ve monde 3 
nals light. Ladivg 
* abou with death, Gop gran that it be 
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©. e eee the axe 
=... * to thi root of tb tree; the health of our 


= 5 ſouls is ſtill in danger, i | | 
* X part of its envenomed 3 


Paul the s us to yu away 
„ WREATH, and AnER likewiſe, 
: „ former of theſe we are to underſtand the | 

firſt emotions we feet within ourſelves; n „ 


E = the apprehenſion of an inju and 1 
=; latter that - diſpleaſure and ; ] 
5 which excite a deſire of revenge. 
1 Li e of unchriſtian vices? he 
: Be. being plunged in us cr the: Ans 0h dur > 
original 1 Nature,” they anno be in Ben- 
= | ider ſome circumſiuſdes, AS honourable _ 
" | . 
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Pore 3 verſe) and ſin not.” 
As was Dice the caſe, Mhen; 1 ont 
hleſſed Lord, ſpor ed with indignation 
againſt the r profaners of his Father's 
houſe, forcibly drove them out even with 
cords. CHRIST'S, pattern and precept are 


of equal perfection, and the imitation, of 
his life and actions, is the ſame thing as 


obedience to his lass. 


But when, on the contrary, hivipaſiion 
is, — on inadequate occaſions, z.. When 
we endeavour to gratify our on furious 
impatience rather than adyance the glory 
of God, or the advantage of ſociety. z then 


is our reſentment injurious, diſhonourable, 


# & 


licked. 1.5 The wrath. of man (ſay 


St. James, deſeribing this unreaſonable, 


"and; felf-gr fury the effect of 
«« pride and folly). xr wrath, of man 


j « worketh not the righteouſneſs of Gop Hee 


* 3317 


Plainlyl intimating that when the object of 


Be ye-angry-(fays he, at SB AN 


it, is TN redreſs, it is ime; 


Pious and un 
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3 « but rather give place unto wrath” 
=. rather ſubmit to an injury than offer one; 
=. «frets Snaps Oc dare 
| TY 4 « repay, ſaith the Lor. 
— forever; 
arreſt chy rebellious llious arm, thou abſurd and 
— and ducllit—who wouldeſt 
reputation among 
8 fool a and atheiſt, like — 'by thoſe 
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EC Art thou a man? 
He that ſuffers himſelf to be caſt to 
55 . an fry and toſt about with every blaſt of 
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A Diſconrſe for Palm-Sundey. 
What ſecurity is there that ſuch an one . 
may not the next moment, upon an ima- — 
ginary injury, murther his deareſt friend 8 
upon earth, make his wife a widow, and 

ſend his innocent orphans, like fugitives 

and vagabonds to beg and ſeek their bread, 

out of deſolate places. This ſhort and 


voluntary madneſs—as the ancients em- 


phatically called it—is productive of more 
nenen Get; than dur men 
* natural inſanity. 3 
But admitting that T hiv rely ating 
. my neighbour. a great injury; muſt 
I therefore do myſelf a greater, deſtroy the 
peace of my own ſoul,” and incur the dif 
Tell me, if this can ſound like reaſon to 
any but madmen and fools? 'Indeed all 
the argumente that ever have been offered 
in defence of private vengeance, are as 
1 as er, are ne as inn and | 
Saas 4 8 3 Heathen rock well 
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very word, revenge, was 
wiring 4 unmanl 7. 
To this ſolemn prohibition of wrath 
n anger, the Apoſtle adds, CLAMOR, and 
EVIL-SPEAKING. 3 which are but other 
productions - from, : .the : ame, deſtructive 
both which 


8 — cautions in 


cripture, that whoever, ſtudies, the Book 
of Gop, would be ready... to.. conclude 


there are no ſuch vices among thoſe who 


among us, enn to be religious, and 

t bridleth-not his tongue, that man's:Reli« 
« gion is vain; and to indulge our on in 

icentiouſneſs of ſlander, that neither 

ages ſhaw; Dates character, can ſecure 

our neighbour's reputation. It is no uncom- 


mon thing to find perſons of this temper, 


even 


1 
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"even i arrogating metit, | for their i ingenuity 8B RM. 

at inſinuating detraction. As if it was a — 

"great. exertion, of wiſdom to talk their | 

neighbour out of eſteem, and themſelves 

out of Salvation, with the ſame breath. 

Or as if that character, in the Proverbs, 

was venerable for its wit, rather than con- 

temptible for its wickedneſs : . - 

_ "<winketh with his eyes, he ſpeaketh 

e with his feet, he teacheth with his fin- 

: "ke gers. Frowardneſs i is in his heart, he | 

66 deviſeth miſchief continually, he ſoweth . 

"es diſcord.” It is a melancholy truth, 

"that the AR & many an innocent woman, 

dhe honour of the gentleman, and the 

eredit of the merchant and induſtrious 

tradeſi man, haye been irretrievably under- 
mined and ruined by ſuch artifices . 
Whatever ſuch men's opinion may be of 
mhemfelves, the great Philoſopher makes 

mM o ſcruple to give it as Bis, ** that he that 
| oy hideth hatred with lying lips, and he wad 

Mp vttereth fander's is a . 
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was not i in the wind, which rent the 
* mountains, nor in the earthquake, 
which brake in pieces the rocks, nor in 
8 the fire, which violently ſcattered * 
« flames, but in the fill and ſmall voice; 
if we would reaſonably hope to keep up 
any ſenſe of Religion within us, we muſt 
baniſh all ſuch turbulent and miſchievous 
paſſions from our breaſts, and endeayayr 
. to poſſeſs our fouls in. mee and u 
.verfal benevolen ett... 
Hence the Apoſtle is 16 Þ Wei to 
diveſt us likewiſe of all 2 It is not 
_ enough that we prune away the principal 
branches of our natural corruption: If 
any ſeeds of it are ſuffered to remain wi within 
us, they will be ever liable to ſpring up 
with fatal luxuriancy, and \irremediably 
the ſoul that cheriſhed them, — 
There are people in the world, who "Re 
_ reſentment is rankling at their he; 
yet ſo far command themſelves — 
from clamour and evil-ſpeaking—nay who 
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diſguiſe their reſolutions of revenge, with S8ERM 
every ſpecious mark of reconciliation and. 
Friendſhip ; thereby putting their neigh- 
bour off his guard, that they may with 
more advantage plunge the dagger of ma- 
liee in his unſuſ But this 
is a temper of mind too horrible to be 
\borne even in deſcription - treacherous— 
diſhonourable, and unmanly as that of 
Foil the wife of e the , Aalen 
. Pais e that they may with more + cs, ah | 
ſtrike a nail through his temples, and 
mite off the head. It is hardly poſſible 
for an honeſt mind to hear David's la- 
mentation under ſuch circumſtances with- 
,out acknowledging the juſtice, of- his 
 jodjgnation,  ** It is not an open enemy 
that hath done me this diſhonour, for 
* then 1 could have borne it. Neither 
vas it mine adverſary that did magnify 
# himſelf againſt me; for then peradven- 
| * ture I would: hide. myſelf from him.— 
Lis. it was even thou, my companion, 


3» 


5 (Þ3> File; 


gude, and mine own familiar 
66 FR. 4 took ſweet counſel As a 
8 e walkedd in the Houſe of Gop as friends.” 
8 Let death come haſtily” upon them, and 
RIP "0 let them go down quick into the pit; 

5 * for abominable wickedneſs is in their 
f = Fs : "<< dveellings.” ROOT. 0. 25-1149 * 24 

| "3 Behold Wes my brethren, in their 
5 155 dle deformity, the great enemies of 
. our pen NN and peace. Bitter 
** by Bur 25 Us now tui rn our 
black ſide of human nature, "and contem- 
1 | plate, * 1054 8 "i Mou Dy < l An 1 
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5 In che fecond! place, . tete tmiile 
ene e graces, recommended by the 
- \ benevolent ſervant of Gop, as fit ſucceſ- 

; ſors for thoſe vices, which muſt, at the 

| _ f peril of our fouls, be univerſilly ejected. 
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Where by Fry is meant that huma- 


nity or ſoftneſs of diſpoſition, which in- 
duces us to love our neighbour in the vt- 
mot latitude and extent 'of 'the Word; to 
make al reaſonable allowance for his 
- of” ſentiment, failings, * and 
ties—for the fake of peace to Tecede 
ſomething from the rigour of ſtrict juſtice 
_—rather to ſubmit to a few br mem 
niences, than diſturb the public repo 
to think well of all things that — 
evidently evil, or of a pernicious tendeney, 
to ſpeak kindly gf all men, and zo all men ; 
truction we poſſibly 
can upon theit prineiples, converſation, 
and conduct. It is a ftriking feature in 
Lemuel's portrait of a good woman 
that ſhe'openeth her mouth with wiſdom, 


and in her tongue is the Jaw of kindneſs. 


This law is the regulating principle, of 


every thought, word, and an of thi 
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* in his days; If a brother or fiſter be 
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only, but by our good ! works. | 
virtue recommended by the text, is in = 


„and expreſ» | 


five. It denot neee i love, which 


proceeds from the, very heart and bowels; 
liks.the: tender, nen ane 6s a 


hating acts af choad ee 


. and diſtreſſed, and benevo- 


lence towards all, the ſounding braſs, and 
tinkling cymbal of mere ip is 1 
we ſpeak. with the tongue of men and of 
angeles as nothing, px wonls* than no- 
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SBRM. recommended by the Apoſtle. And what 


. truly noble and magnanimous principle 
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is this! It lifts a man, as it were, above 
the condition of human nature, and elevates 
him to a refemblance even of the angelic, 


and divine. D 6 makes us reſenble neee f 


without —ů —— 
| inthe lee of an wow ſelf-approving. 


— is any true; Itis 
more bleſſed. to 2 an 't receive.” 
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geſted to the ſoul of man. . Be ye kind 
Auneng another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
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eternal Object of our Adoration) to SBRME 


« looſe the bands of - wickedneſs: to deal 
< thy bread to the hungry, and that. thou 


bring the poor that are caſt out to thy 
houſeꝰ when thou ſeeſt the naked, that 


< thou. cover him? and that thou hide not 


theſe. ſelf-recommending duties you are 
excited in the text by the moſt irreſiſtibe 
and endearing motive that ever was ſug - 


or her, even as Goo, for CL r' 
++ fake hath forgiven - you.” Ves, my 
brethren, ſuch was the ineffable goodneſs, 


A the, Gop. of Glary-to us poor creatures, 


. 


that inſtead of puniſhing our uninterrupted 


rebellion againſt; him, he was graciouſly. 


pleaſed, to invent .a mean of reconciling. - 


his. merey to his juſtice by ſending his own, 
upon him, and to dye for the fins of the 


word. Oh, my foul | never, never loſe 


"ions of che amazing truth. The Son of 
++ os | R3 | Gop, 
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=. M. Gov he was clothed with majeſty and 

— honour, who covereth himſtlf with light 
as with a garment, diſdained not for us 

men and for our Salvation to come down 

from Heaven; to be made lower than his 
ſervants the Angels even to be made man. 

He eame into the world a tender, helpleſs 
infant, was wrapped in ſwaddling clothes, 

lived among us in a poor and mean condi- 
tion, was reviled, inſulted, ſcourged, ſuf. 
fered every indignity unrelenting mali 
could invent, and was at laſt nailed to the 
accurſed tree, where by LE 
vwretched death, he "finiſhe 
and his life together. 
Behold with the eye of faith the 
fe and glory Proſtrate on the earth 
groaning beneath an intolerable "pref=' 
| ſure of ſorrows, that wriing blood inſtead 
of ſweat from every pore of his ſacred 
body. What muſt be his ſenſations, © 


2 k 


My foul 1s" exceeding ferrouful, 
&-umto death. der his amiable and be- 
% 1 nexolent 


— 


. a 1 
1 5 IG 
Ern 8 


by * * * 45 
F = r 
r 
. : 
A ram 


we 
—— 
& . 


* ” 
of SY 
x "Fon : 
I La 
N pen he "O20 , 
— e 1 n * 
K . „ . — nn 
"7m 1 FF , " l 
, + pay) l 1 . - 
9 r K 
* * * A SG 4 = N br » * 
5 C OO NETTING oO OO UE PER NI \ 
; 4 8 E A - 2 e * __ K 
4 , 1 * 7 3 
— . 7 7 1 4 N 
8 * 
— ” N 18 K 
ey q ; 
Sdn api ron en, 0 _ - 45 ba 4 * * 
RO. um * — - any * oath A 
—_ os 4 my a, » "ws, 
2 + ws th — — 
* £ n * 2 N * 5 
6 5 33 N 1 5 UT N * ; 72 X 2— 
. 5 N n 822 > 8 
93 ; V £ | 2 5 
{ 5 4 * J . . 5 2 . 4 3 
* D p 5 F, 
mY 4 * 4 1 ' I, 4 . 
” — 4 . "OP - . * 22 — a * . ere 
« FL te rr ST, x 7 * A N — wes Fes - . 1 , a” 
n I N * 8 N 
. q : * + * . 
2 5 5 e by 2 4 N 5 
* » wet, vg 8 2 wk N - . * 
— 8 
— % * —— . — 


* 
. 3 4 5 
4 * 7 
— 
e — 
% "Cas _ 


4 Diſtrſs 7 Palm Sg. 206 


4 . deerolent temples eruelly torn and tangled ua - 7 
t by a crown of thorns—they ſpit upon him a 

8 they buffet him with the palms of their Eb 

n ; Hands! But, Oh ! what heart can con- i AF 
s | celve—what tongue can utter the cataſtro- EE. 
3 phe?” With remorſeleſs barbarity they = 
8 drag him upon the earth like a felon, an 1 

3 execrable miſcreant; even to the foot of the 

i En. What, ſhall 1865 bleſſed hands 

* wflich were never lifted up but'in miracles 

c | of mercy and love; thoſe feet that inceſ- 

he fantly went about dding good; ſhall thoſe 

_ inſtruments of ineffable benevolence be 

V8 | . pierced through with rugged nails? Yes! 

210 © they haye crucified him the iron is en- 5 


teled even into his foul—his body writhes 

with agonizin ing pain—hear the deſponding 
latmentation his miſeries have extorted— 

«My Gov ! my Gov !' why haſt thou 
forfaken me?” And will he die to e- 

C plate thoſe very injuries, while his laſt gaſp 
Ox breach is ſpent in imploring mercy and 
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« Weep not for him, q ye daughters. of = 
« rufalem ; ; but. weep for yaurlclyes and for. 
70 * your fins,” An could be expiated | by no 
leſs;; a facri e. It v was, by our fins he was 
brought as a Jab to the Aaughter, and as 
42 ſheep. before her ſhearers i 18 dumb, ſo he 
opened not his mouth. He was wounded 
for our tranſgreſſions, be Was bruiſed. for 
our. iniquities, the chaſtiſement of. our 
peace was upon him. and with his ſtripes 
we were healed. He diad, voluntarily | 
died, that WE might live. fac l eee 
And what returns ſhall we — * for. 

ineſtimable a benefit ? Alas ! when we 
- have performed all that the warmeſt gra- 
titude can dictate offered up every tribute 
of ſeraphic zeal, we are but, unprofitable 
ſeryants 3; our goodne eſs does. —.— 
extend, unto. him. Hut let us ngt 
the, ſmall returns v car make. 
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He hath promiſed to regard every act SE RM. 
of kindneſs we ſhall render to them, as Ly == 
immediately conferred upon himſelf, ©} _ Mn 
e“ was an hungred and ye gave me meat; = 5 it I 
I was thirſty and ye gave me drink ll. 
«was 2 ſtranger and ye took me in; naked 
e and ye clothed me; ſick and ye viſited 
* me. Verily, I fay unto you, inaſmuch TE 
*© as ye have done it, unto one of the leaſt | 
e of theſe my ban 2 have done it | | 
te unto me.” 3 e 
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" the Rulers take. counſe J together , againſt a 1 
the Lord, and againſt bis andinted. . | " ] 4 
5 by 5 _PhIm 1 H. 1. 2. | | 4 | 

| HEN we caſt our eyes back « on che 8 . bi I 

V'Y hiſtory'of David, and refleck on the — i 
difficulties he was obliged to encounter, i 
before he entered into the poſſeſſion of that 1 
kingdom, which Gov had been pleaſed to T 
promiſe him When we conſider, that 1 
all the enemies of Iſrael, as well as his 4 
own perſonal- adverſaries, - united in one 1 
general conſpiracy againſt him Skat 1 
Abner; | 
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| Rebellion againf Heaven, 


28 ER RM. Abner, and the whole faction of Faul. fup® 
Mats 7 ported the pretenſions of his rival ;—that 


the Jebuſites ee oppoſed his entry 
into Jeruſalem afterwards the 


 Moabites, the er $ and Idumeans, 


took up arms againſt him: ſome idea of 
the furious rage, alluded to in the text, is 
preſent to our minds. 

As we advance in the hiſtory of this | 
once obſcure and {imple ſhepherd, thus 


| hunted like a partridge on the mountains,” 


it maſt fill us with aſtoniſhment to ſe 
him, notwithſtanding their obſtinate re- 
ſiſtance, at length peaceably eſtabliſhed on 
the mighty thrones of Iſrael and of Judah. 

For while, on the one hand, Tſhboſheth 
and Abner were miſerably, cut off, tlie 


]ebuſũtes put to flight, and the Philiſtines 
miraculouſly defeated ; on the other, the 


Moabites, the Ammonites, and the reſt of 


the neighbouring people were reduced to a 
ſtate of ſervitude: and, in ſhort, the 
Divine Promiſes were, in the minuteſt | 


article, fulfilled, | Whoever, 1 toy, reflects 
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Rebellin againſ Heaven. 


| on theſe promiſes to David, this, univerſal SERM. 


oppoſition, te, and final accompliſhment ca 


of them, muſt perceive the utmoſt reaſon 
to conclude, | that the whole pſalm was 
compoſed as an eternal memorial of [thoſe 


| wonders which Gop had wrought i in his 


favour. PETS 


. He e 
| the hiſtory of David only, is evident from 
hence; — becauſe the Supreme Being is 

therein repeatedly calling the perſon 0 


whom he addreſſes himſelf, bis /on ; 


conſtitutes him a prince, propber, 9 g 
prief, inveſts him with his own Omni- 
potence, aſſigns him the whole world for 


his inheritance, and commands all people, 


nations, and languages to do homage to 


him, (for Ii hing any one was the token of 
fealty and ſubmiſſion in thoſe eaſtern 
countries) to fear and to believe in him. 


There high privileges, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
| could never belong to David, or to any mere 
creature whatſoever ; but only to him to 
whom, in other parts of Scripture; they 
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— Lord and Saviour Irsus CnrisT; the 
true and only begotten Son of G. 


Accordingly; in the fourth chapter of 
the Adts, there is ſo evident an application 


of the words to our Bleſſed Redeemer; 


Ixsus CHRIST, as muſt diveſt us of all 
doubt as to the propriety of referring them 
to him, and render every other proof un- 


neceſſary. Peter and John having per- 


formed a moſt ſtupendous miracle, were 
{ apprehended as malefactors, and carried 


before the Rulers of the Jews; who ſen- 


 tenced ther to impriſonment. But being 
at length. releaſed, and permitted to return 


to their own company, they reported all 
What the Chief Prieſts and Elders had faid 
unto them; Whereupon we are informed 
at the tweiity-fourth verſe, that © when 


they heard that, they lift up their voice, 
Tt to Gor; with one accord, and faid; 


Lord thou art Gop, who haſt made 
Heaven and Earth :—who by the mouth 


Wi eee haſt aid ; M— 
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Rebellan acai Heaven. 
m we the Heathen rage and the people i imagine 


ve: vain things! The Kings of the earth 
v ſtood up, and the, Rulers were ga- 
* thered together againſt the Lord and 


60 againſt his anointed, or CurrisT.. For 


of 2a truth againſt. thy holy Child 


4 Ixsus, both Herod and Pontius Pi- 


* late, with the Gen tiley, were e gathered 


rr 
It appears then that this Pſalm prin- 


cipally, and in the ſublimeſt ſenſe, relates 
to our Blefſed Redeemer, and to the 


Royal Prophet in a limited ſenſe only, 
or but as the Type or Repreſentative of 
his illuſtrious deſcendant. Permit me 
therefore to beſpeak your attention, while 
2 examine what it prophetically advances 


ith Mm to him: Which! is, 4 


"Firſt, that the © Kites of the CER 

| 75 fand up, and the R ulers take 
counſel together againſt the” Ld. and 
| again his Anointed, 
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— oppoſition, as it was without the leaſt 


Rebellion again Heaven. 
And ſecondly, that their 


appearance of reaſon or juſtice, will be 
without any effect whatſoever ; (except 
perhaps their own confuſion, implied in 
the queſtions ; * My do the Heathen ſo 
« furiouſly rage together ? And why. do 


the people imagine a vain thing?” —a 


es Ban Fw Fain ag, an 
| „ „ "hes of 
that adorable Saviour, who endured ſuch 


_ contradiction. of ſinners - againſt himſelf, 
the propriety of referring this prophecy to 


Him; muſt be obvious to every one. 8 

Ves! great as the words in their 
moſt extenſive import can ſuggeſt, was 
that oppoſition which the Lord of Life 
met with from all ranks and degrees of 
the Jewiſh and Heathen people, at the 


| 5ſt publication of the Goſpel, when the 
Kings of the, earth the Roman G0 


venors in Judea, Herod andPontius Pilate 


. food up—entered into a folemn com- 


7 8 8 8 N F B. 


1 3 
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Rebellion again Hedver, 


mally aſſembled in their Sanhedrim, and 


1 


nden andthe Rulers of the Jews for- 8 ER M. 


there reo caumſel tagat ber, if poſſible, 


to fruſtrate the divine intentions of effec 


5 the Redemption af Mankind by Jr 
CHRIST that great anointed one. 


I would ta Gep, the completion of 


the Prophecy belonged to that age and 


country only! But have we not too much 
_ reaſon to ſuſpect, that it may be extended 
to the conduct of thoſe perſons of irre- 
' ligiqus, libertine and anti-chriſtian prin- 
ciples, who even now ſtand up, and con- 
tinue the ſame vain oppoſition ? Who offer 


no leſs indignity to the Son of Gop, than 
their Jewiſh and Heathen | predeceſſors 


did of old, and continually ſhoot out 
their arrows againſt him, even bitter words. 
Taking. counſel tagerber how they may 
where with they are ſanctified, as a vain or 


unholy thing, crucifying Chriſt to them · 


ſelves afreſh, and as it were putting him 


* * ſhame by their apoſtacy and diſ- 


* obedience. 
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Rebellion again "OY 


SER RM obedience. Thoſe, who in this Equally adult. 


bt 
* 3 » © 
„ 


terous and ſinful generation, are not only 
9 aſhamed of CxR1sT and his words, 


but continually take occaſion by their 


writings and converſation, to reject, and 
even ridicule the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
and the e e ors dur a 


| This 3 We is not nee 
to a ſew of the lower ſet of the people, 


but is cheriſhed in the boſoms, and coun- 
tenanced by the practices of the Princes 
and Rulers of the Earth — the great vul- 
gar the honourable, the polite, and the 
learned; who. are much too conſiderable, 
and in their own» opinion, too 7% to 
bhearken to the plain and ſimple precepts of | 
the Goſpel, or to regulate their conduct 


by it; indeed too knowing to want any 
precepts ar all, and too ae to bear them 


even from Gop himſelf. en. 


But were theſe ger Aller * 
ren the Anointed of Gop. leſs frequent 


. I: our deſeRtion bi . 


233 Rt ht Ms & = * 100 


* 


Rebellion againſt Heaven, © 


is the general character of men and women 
alen gn mon ages, and wants at mann 


And is it any nr be ſuch La. 


e Endeavour to make their 
- principles, and practices, as - conſiſtent 
as they can? That they ſhould vindictively 


ſet their faces againſt a religion profeſſedly 


calculated to ſhewthem che danger and fol- 


terfots of Chriſtianity ſtare them in the face, 


and check them in their brutiſh purſuits, 
that they ſhould” furiouſly rage together, 


of Gon, who has required purity in the 
very heart and affections? No; infidelity 

is their only refuge, and when by their 
examples, writings, or oonverſation, they 
can ſeduce man or woman from the faith, 
they have gained new inſtruments of their 


pleaſure, and infer impunity to e e 


To the. Wo” of their party. 4 


S 3 Theſe 


mY 


too evident in its conſequences. To be lo- SER M. 
vers of pleaſure more than lovers of Go, yu 
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S ERM. .. Theſe are the men of whom | the 


_ Apoſtle tells us, weeping, © that they are 


* 


% enemies of the Croſs of CRIS T: whoſe 


«end is deſtraGion; whoſe God is their 
belly, and whoſe Glory is their ſhame, 
«« who mind earthly things, and having 
i ſeared their Conſcience wich a hot iron” 


are at preſent proof againſt all the ſtings 


of holy admonition, But a time may 
| avert the impending judgments I a time may 
. come, when plague,  peſtilence, famine, 
and the ſword, may effectually plead the 
cauſe of him that ſent them, and the Angel 


of wrath, riſing with deſolation on his wings, 
may ſcatter at once conviction and death 
through our devoted country. Apoſtates 
as we are from Gop and gogdneſs,' our 
 diſloyalty, irreligion, adulteries, and abo- 
minable uncleanneſs, muſt, without ſpeedy 


Reformation, rl. us to the urn 11 


of; 
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| ef che people only, whoſe ignorance might SERM. 
by a ſpirit directly the reverſe of the Apo- 
| ſtle's, ſeem determined to know every thing 
among us ſave IJxsus CuRrIsT and bim 
cruciſied. So that although to affirm the 
text to be an expreſs prediction of the pre- 
ent times, as well as of thoſe when 
Cuxlsr was manifeſt in the fleſh, and died 
upon the Croſs, might be cenſured for 
raſnneſs; yet to prove it altogether as ap- 
plicable to them, as it could have been if 
intended as a direct and poſitive prophecy, 
is indeed a melancholy, but, you ſee, by 
no means a difficult undertaking. Surely 
this people hath a revolting and rebellious 
heart; they are revolted and gone, they 
have forſaken the Gop that preſerved: 
them, and » Gogh eſteemed the Rock of 
their e N ; 
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delity, was formerly a doubt. But when 
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" they i: bree e hott a> „ 
n reaſon, muſt terminate with- | 
out any - effe# whatſoever; as impliex 

in „ che queſtions, % My do the Hea- ; 

y rage together? And 


cc « Why do the nen imagine a vain 
ee Il, 26 2247 
Whether 3 ailing inſidelity were 


+; A 


* 


the latent, cauſe of the immoral lives of its 


proſeſſors, or whether, on the contrary, 
lution not to amend their lives 1 
were the, cauſe of their perſiſting in inſi- 


even the. firſt principles 


of 1 religion, pron now ſo frequently diſre- 


garded AS no eſſential parts of a polite edu- 


| cation; and conſequently that young minds 


vative againſt the tyranny of their paſſions, ” 
if they ſhould afterwards hear the/evidences 

iſtianity neceſſarilj hr ag with then 
is air prejudices againſt it; the true 
ſource 


being deſtitute of this ſtrongeſt preſer- 


* 
pv 


_ 


Rebellion againſt Heaven. 
bu Irce of inibdern inge may be aby 


_ every thing that may oblige them to forſ: ake 


their boſom vices, muſt be an impregnable | 


SERM, 
Ws 0; 
determined. Their unwillingneſs to believe — 


bulwark againſt all poſh bility of cotviction. 


For that religion which enjoins no duties 
but fuch as are perfectly agreeable. to our 
on natural notions of God and his At- 


. tribiites—that are > manifeſtly perfective of 


the moral virtue, and true happineſs of 


mankind, muſt recommend itlelf by its 
own. intrinſic "excellency to. 1 


belief and practice. e 
Now let the religion 5 Rech on IST. 


"0 intirely ſuch an ioftitution, whoſoever 
impartially! looketh into that perfect law, of 
| liberty, cannot fail, to diſcover. ** What- 

4 ſoever things are true, whatſoever things 
« are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, 
«whatſoever thing 85 are pure, whatſoever 
WG. things are amiable, whatſoever things are. 


ye —if there be any virtue, if 
there be a any Þ raſe—Theſe. are the things, 


lte *Y _ 


in whi ch . genuine ſiritof Chriſtianity 


prin- 
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IT principally. ak. . And we may ſafely 
defy them to produce a ſingle doctrine of the 
Sioaoſpel that has not ſuch a plain, practical, | 
= moral tendency. It is but too obvious, 
1 1 therefore, that our preſent epid in | 
|- - +. _ . fidelity is not occaſioned either by want . 0 
. | of proper evidence to py Ir ove the great truth 
—_ : . of religion, or by any repugnancy in its in- 
ll 1, junctions to uncorrupted reaſon; but mere 
=_  * by ſuch an inordinate love of the world, and 
oF 5 5 its ſinful pleaſures, as baving firſt biaſſed 
| „ 0 will, raiſes ſo palpable a cloud in the 
- underſtanding, that to thoſe who are in- 
veloped, by it, the Sun of Rightcouels 
beams. his. meridian ſplendor. in vain. 
ce The, fooliſh heart i is darkened: — As the 
1 Apoſtle expreſſes i — and the God of this 
« world has blinded their Pa leſt the, 
5 light c of the glorious Gola of Onxis r. 
« who is the i image of Gon, ſhould ſhine, 
<< unto them.” Perpetual wiſhes to dilbe-, 
eve, Gop will at length puniſh with ſues, 
ET” +2. and foraſmuch as they chuſe not to 5 
. believe the truth, but have pleaſure in 
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\ Rebellion again ſean 


6. 5 -nrightebulnels, for this cauſe Gon will ITY 
70 Bur W 2 e or NE — 


>” 6 o 0 5 rer 


tion to the Gohgel is, if 


is ern 2 Th ſucceſs of the — 4 

ſubtile deiſtical and free · thinking writers 

| hitherto, has proved to the ſatisfaction of 
all capable examiners, chat chey imagined 
4 vain thing. The ſounding braſs and 

tinkling -cymbal of their united wit and 
wiſdom, like the laugh of an idiot, have 
ſerved only to convince us, that men maybe 
very merry and very miſerable, eonceited 

and fooliſh, at one and the ſame time. Some 
converts indeed it is to be lamented that they 
have always made—themſelves, and men 

to have: heir portion in this world. But 
upon their quitting it, the miniſters of 
the Goſpel, and thoſe who wait about the 
bed of languiſhing, have generally found 
their fears get the better of their philoſophy, 
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We "My pity their enen but 
have: little reaſon to be afraid of them. 
Becauſe we know Chriſtianity to be a re+ 
ligion perfectly conſonant to man's innate 
notions of the eternal and unchangeable 
laws of Gop and nature - that Omnipotence 
itſelf hath founded it on the Rock of Ages, 
and irrevocably. pro miſed tbat the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail agninſt it. After 
the Lord hath. fo, ſolemnlꝝ declared, that 
_ though** the mountains ſhall depart, and 
. the hills be removed, yet his 1 : 
By | fs ſhall not. depart, vaither, Mall: the 
chough.. heaven and "ao ſhall | 1 
away, yet one jota of his Goſpel ſhall: 
not be changed; after its; evidently; mi- 


rac ulous eſtabliſnment, and preſervation 
hitherto ; ſhall vain man, who is born like 
the wild aſs s colt, weak man; Who is cruſn- 
ed before the moth, indulge a hope of 
| fruſtrating the divine intentions, in ſending 
his 


Rebellion da Heaven. 
his Seed anointed one into the world ? 


He that dwelleth in Heaven ſhall laugh 
© them to ſcorn. The” Lord Lang Tee 


te them in derifion.” 1185 


; Mm 
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Is it poſſible vel POWs one — 1 


of their lives ſeriouſly meditate on the great 
and terrible deſtruction of the primitive 


enemies of the Goſpel, and crucifiers of the 


Son of Gop—a plain hiſtorical fact and 
the total overthrow of their mighty city 


and kingdom without knowing and 
confeſſing that there is no wiſdom; nor 


* underſtanding, nor counſel againſt - the 
« Lord ?” without crying out in the n 
conviction of their reaſon . O God, no 


weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall 


40 proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe : 


« againſt theein e e * n, con- 


4 demn.. 


Hlaving thus Grad thivoph's with the 


examination of this prophecy, which is 
evidently of the 'number of thoſe'predic- 
tions, that may be extended to more 
: n a fingle event; and to ne Cm 


pletion 
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Rebellion again Heaven. 


excuſe for your miſconduct, and while it 


produces a regret for the happineſs you 


have forfeited, to perpetuate the miſery 
that ſucceeds it. Theſe are the words of 
truth itſelf —If after men haye eſcaped 


the pollutions of the world, through the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
J=8vs CnRIs r, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is 
worſe with them than the beginning. For 


it had been better for. them not to have 


known the way of righteouſneſs, than 
after they have known it to turn from 

the and 9 * unto 
5 them. 


Vou are lad upon an eminence— 


| For the honour of your bleſſed Redeemer, 
therefore, endeavour to adorn and recom- 
mend that holy religion which you profeſs. 
by a ſpotleſs life and converſation, ——Let. 
| your NaF Np before men, that they, | 
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truth, will ſerve to make your fall from SERVh 
X. 

it the more heavy, to diveſt you of every . 
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1 A M. be induced, together with , to glo- 


rify the father of our LoRD, Tugys 
Cuntsr. | 


Rebellion again Heaven, 


» FL 


| Fo the Wea I ITT das” my- 


ſelf, if poſſible, to eſtabliſh and confirm 


them. Theſe, though entered on the road 
that leadeth to eternal ſalvation, have not 


Vet proceeded far enough. Their ſtate 


is unſettled, and con ſequently attended with 
danger and diſſatisfaction. To be like 


Agrippa, only almoſt perſuaded, to be a 
__ Chriſtian, will certainly avail you nothing. 


He that is not with me — ſays the Saviour 
of the World —is not both almoſt and 


altogether ſuch as his Goſpel requires s 


againſt me. To be almoſt ſaved is to 


be utterly ruined and undone. Prayer— 


effectual fervent prayer—in public and in 


private, to the fountain ofall wiſdom for his | 


grace and aſſiſtance and a regular and wor- 
thy participation of the bleſſed ſacrament and 
ſearching of the ſcriptures with ſincere re- 
ſolution to caſt down your vain imagina- 


tions and "AYP OO that exalteth itſelf 
; ; _ 
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| eld aguinit bs knowledge of Gov—Theſe SE AM. 
and theſe only can ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle 


you. The head may be /an#ified, as well as 
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corrupted by the heart. Readineſs to obey 


l is naturally productive of capacity to he- 
lieve. If any man will do his will, 
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Induſtriou ſly avoid the ſociety, Lak 
tion, and writings of theſe bold advocates 
of infidelity. © Beware be always on your. 
* guard—left any man ſpoil you through 
« ſuch philoſophy, and vain deceit, after the 

* tradition of men, and not after Chriſt and 


5 7 fo there be at length in you an evil heart 
* of invincible unbelief in departing from 
* the living Gov.” The gracious overtures 
of the Goſpel, wilfully, and deliberately 
rejected, there remaineth no more ſacri- 
fice for ſin, but a certain fearful look - 


7 ing for judgement and fiery indignation. 


Any thing below an eternity of happineſs, 
is not a ſatisfactory object for a rational 
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5 And let att of u us, my ede nd Fa. h 


low-Chriftians tif ye would not have this 
rebellion against the majeſty of Heaven to 

e regarded as the guilt of the nation to 
be expiated only by thoſe plaguesof war and 
blood ſhed, which are already executing ven 
geance in the earth: Let us, I conjure) you 
by that love which ye bear to this pleaſant 


land of our nativity, on all fit occaſions 
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reſort to places of ſacred inſtruction. They 
are in love with darkneſs, and come not 


Rebellion againſt Heavens © om © 
bye it ; poking upon theſe . 1 
ies of the Colpel, of Whatever party.. 
— aur on perſona} and moſt dangerous = 
enemies mas the worſt of men, of friends, „ | 
of. maſters, and I may .add—of ſubjects; 9 
too. For they that will. not render 
to Gong the things that are; Gop's” 
only. wait for an opportunity to refuſe. 
to render bag Cr tons ng that are 
Cœſar 9 01% rio en ur 
Iam laſtly. tc:odfreſs plats the 
praſeſt unbelicver, not from any hope 
of reclaiming ſuch by reaſon and argu= 
ment, but only: to ſet before them the 
danger and folly of their preſent ſituation. e 
But alas I perſons of this character ſeldom —© 5 
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to the light leſt their deeds ſhould be 
rtoproved. If, however, there be any ſuchk 
among us, to t indiſpenſable duty 5 A 
obliges me to addteſs myſelf. Now I 1 
ly appeal to your Own en 5 
your preſent principles are really the 
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apprehenſions of ſuch a ſtate who entity SERM.” 
without foundation ; it muſt however — 
be allowed that our endeayours to eſcape _ 
It, by obeying the precepts of the Goſpel, 
cannot be attended with any real difad- 
vantage. 
Whether the promiſes, 105 threats of 
| ſcripture be of avail, or not, after death, 
- their character and reſult are in conformity 
with our well-being hereafter a mere moral 
interpretation. _ Thoſe who do well are 
happy inwardly, and bear outward marks 
alſo of high diſtinction. Let us therefore 
remember that the Goſpel Law has a preſent 
- honour, and recompence, and that thoſe 
whom. Gop ſhall call righteous doers, 
Will reap on earth a ſample of thoſe fruits, 
which in Heaven ſhall be ever fourihing 
and Peet. 
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actudtes the majority of theſe, who ſtill SERV 
inconſiſtently profeſs and call thetaſelves , 


Cbriſtians. In ond word; 0e are à nation of 


prodigal ſoms. And I would to Gop it were 


das eaſy to ptevait on fue Prodigals to ariſe | 


and return to their heabenly father, by 


1 ſincere repentance' and amendment of life, 
5 it 86 dem önltrate the High ad indi- 


perfable neceſlity of their Geng 10% A 
But whether they will hear, or Wh ether 


they Will orbeat, it is 0 10 plainly tlie 


duty of the Chriſtian moraliſt to take uf 


the” parable "and fy, „ rhis day 18 this 
. feripture' fulfilled in Hour ears; that I 
mall, withtüt an) further preface 'or 


apology, enter into the examiflation of it. 


And though it be the neceſſary tendency of 
ſenſual pleaſures to extinguith” the grace 
of Gop, and render us impatient of the 
wholeſome word of admonition; I ſhall 


venture to indulge my hopes that there will i 
be found enough of that divine principle | 


among the preſent congregation, at leaſt, 
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10 common a Compliaint, 1 epidemical 
an error. . that, we ſee thouſands, every 
day making ſhipwreck of their fame, their 
fortuneand their health, withqutdiſcovering 


any. emotions of ſurpriſe, nayalmoſt with - 
An irreconcileable averſion to. 


out regret. 
all government and reſtraint a deſite of 
being yx EE, as it is called, and maſters of 
their own conduct—which, the youth of 


former generations never thought on but 
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with fear and trembling, {fo that the loſs 
of a parent was always regarded as the 


molt in irretrievable misfortune)- —this early 
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afternoon. And how ſhdll-we hope for a 


reformation of - theſe enormities, while 
| Wer are continually countenanced by - the 


ct of their:maſters and miſtreſſes as 
chenate by the examples. of their ſuperiors,” 
whoſe whole lives are in many inſtances 
but one unintetrupted carnival of tumultuous 


pleaſure, and nauſcous.ſenſuality ? Serrnſ- 


„l the parent of true wiſdom;;and-i/o/itude 


the nurſe of it, they precipitatelyfly from as 
from the face of a ſerpent. Andtheroishardly: 
any ſpecies of diverſion unacceptable, an 
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talking i inconvenient, provided i it be leud . 


cqnſcience, and long enough to rid them 


of that inſufferable burthen, their , time: | 


enjoined, would be to * commune: with 


«x their own. hearts, and be ſtill; & no 
| welcome; unleſs the 
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| . forbear adopting that pathetie com- 
plaint of the prophet “ Ah, ſinful na- 
tion, a people laden with iniquity, they 
e have forſaken the LoRD, and are en- 
« tirely alienated from his worſhip and ſer- 
4 vice! yes, from the loweſt to the high- : 


5 of our forefathers was ſuch, that the 


of reproach among us; and he. was even EE 9 
compelled to take his journey into V _ 
country, for want of convenient opportu- | ä 


home. But ſince the frequency of fo- 1 WE 
reign travel; ſince foreign manners, and fo- 1 bn 
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ce the head, there is no moral ſoundneſs, | * 
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profeſſed man of pleaſure was a character 


nities to gratify his voluptuouſneſs at 
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2 ment are become ſo numerous, 
—— in the metro polis, that there is not a day 
in the week or hardly an hour in the day, 
chat is deftitute of it's diverfion, or of 
repeated invitations to the public to par- 
tale of it, even the remoteſt villages 
: in the kingdom are almoſt depopulated 
by the natives inceſſantly Nen to 
this great mart of luxury. 

If there be any foundation of addy ie 

the aſſertion, that a land of levity is a 
Unsnndd of guilt, then muſt it with forrow 
be confeſſed, fince it cannot with truth be 

denied, that we are perhaps one of the 
moſt dy nations under Heaven. Here 
it is—in een or gardens, conſe- 
cerated to the D of pleaſure that 
Aa ſenſe of religion is firſt weakened and 
iced,. the influence of principle deſtroy- 
= and that many, eſpecially of the young- 
er generation, and fairer ſex, have loſt 
their innocence and virtue, v while they ima- 
gue ae, ed en of amuſcrnent 
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character of the generality of our amiable 2 


country- women. Who can find a 


i virtuous woman ? for her price is far 


te above rubies. The heart of her huſband 


e may ſafely truſt in her, for ſhe will do 


* him good; and not evil all the days of 
'te her life. Strength and honor are her 
"Of clothing; and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to 


. come. She openeth her mouth with 
&« wiſdom, and in her tongue is the law of 
& kindneſs. She looketh well to the ways 


of her Houſehold; and eateth not the 


ee bread of idleneſs. Her childten riſe up, 


te and call her bleſſed; her huſband alſo— 
, and he praiſeth Her: many daughters 
& have done rirtuouſly, but thou excelleſt 
them all. Favor is deceitful and beauty 
10 vain, but a woman that feareth the 


% Lonp, ſhe ſhall be praiſed.” But 


where are thoſe among us, who even defire 


praiſe for ſuch humble, domeſtic qualifica- | 


tions? The public Haunts of men are 
ard the chief ſphere of fe 


male glory and 


U 2 ambition. 
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SE E RM ambition. Tris the acknowledged aim of 
— their education, rather to qualify them to 


be ſtriking figures abroad, than gentle, 


: amiable ends at home. 


There was a time when our chaſtity 
was almoſt proverbial ; and conjugal infi- 


delity, even in a ſingle inſtance, eſpeci- 


ally among the great and noble, was re- 


8 garded as a reproach to the whole nation : — 


female innocence filently retired into cor- 


ners, covered with the bluſh of confuſion 
fora falling ſiſter; lamenting that the world 


had reaſon to admit a pgſſibilicy for a wife 
to violate her matrimonial oath. But 


now fince the moſt unreſerved familiarity is 
become the teſt of good-breeding, and 
modeſty and retiring delicacy, which Gop 


and Nature inſtituted ſor the ſecurity of 
Virtue, is voted ridiculous—fince unbluſh- 


ing forwardneſs is the politeneſs of woman, 
and an open profeſſion of i incontinency and 


irreligion, the wit and wiſdom of man ;z— - 
our public aſſemblies too often ſupply the 


moſf convenient opportunities for fulfilling = 


neither abilities, nor a to deſcribe our 
national degeneracy. 
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every evil inclination. Now, therefore, 


ſeduction, adultery, detection and divorce, 
are common occurrences - but let our 
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Can we think on this, without applying | 


the prophet's ſacred dirge over that. an- 


cient, profligate city of TYRE, to our own 


ay infatuated metropolis? 
ls ͤ8this your joyous city, whoſe anti- 
* quity is of days remote? The crowning 
« city, whoſe merchants were as princes, 
r and her traffickers the honourable of the 


«© earth? whoſe revenue was the harveſt of 


* rivers? And her exchange the mart of 
% nations! who ſat as à queen, ſtretched 


d out her hand over the ſeas, and ſhook the 
& kingdoms. But ſhe is fallen! ſhe 18 


« fallen! Heaven has ſtained the ky of 


* all her glory. 


If, like Yars » we* obſtinately perſiſt in 


aut deſtructive diſſipation, and, inſtead 
e bewailing our national ſin, sId as 


993 9 


_ E. 
* x 


* 


294 Plyfurey er, | the prodigal Son, 


—* an harlot, to take the harp, ta makg 
wy ſweet melody, to turn to our hire and 
commit fornjcation with all the king- 

doms of the World, upon the face of 
_ "the earth, what can we op; but like 
her to become deſolate? to hear thoſe, 
who are now ſo unceaſingly and lb 

_ ably merry-hearted, ſighing in yain, and 
the mirth of the tabret ceaſe — becauſe 
the city of confuſion is broken down. 
Is it poſſible to treat this ſubject with too 

| much ſeriouſneſs and ſeverity? Remem- 
ber thoſe awful wordg—* She that vom 

te in plaſure, is dead while ſhe liv 

Yes; univerſal irreligion is fo neceſſarily 
the conſequence of a diſſipated courſe of 
life, that the Prophet having denounced an' 
| alarming woe againſt thoſe, ' who count 
themſelves unhappy unleſs they have the 
harp and the vigl, the tabret and the pipe, 
in their perpetual feaſts; immediately aſ- 
ſigns this reaſon for it they regard not 

& the work of the Lord, neither conſider 
he operation of bis e Ther i 
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Plghire; or, the prodigel S. 2 _ \ 


che p oc * 10 hell hath enlarged herſelf, SE I 
Im and opened her mouth without meafure, ws 


« and their glory, and their aſſembly, and ; ne» 
their pomp, and he that reſoicetly ſhall | pn 
4 | 5 deſcend into „ 8 5 * Ys 
4 "Pleaſure is, in ſome fort, more perni- 1 : 
cious than'vice itſelf, That has naturally l 
fo much loathſomeneſs and horror i in it, as 

| to deter every ingenuous mind from its em- 
= | braces. It ſtartles and alarms the conſci- 
; ' ence, and puts us upon our guard. But 
: Pleaſure, under the colour of being innocent 
; | and palatable, tempts us to the repeated | 
= draught, till, like an opiate, it ſtupeſies | : 
{ and beſots the foul; —lulls the conſcience > 
4 7 | aſleep; and then vice, loſing it's native . 
. „ Yorror, imperceptibly inſinuates itſelf— 
'Y = becomes familiar, —is indulged and careſ- 
a ſed as the ſource of happineſs ; till thoſe 
1 fatal hours arrive, wheni it biteth like a ſer· N = 
4 pent and ſtingeth like an adder. Then it . 5 5 Wo 
C is—when the languid, trembling body, un- 1 
. able to ſupport the drudgery of diſſipation . 
8 * longer, and therefore condemned to 


U 4 ſolitude 
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Phaſure;- or, the prodigal Sen. 
_ ſolitude and bi men it is, that the ſoul 


— terrified—goaded by ſcorpion ſtings, flies to 


* 


— 


Infidelity, as the only ID: from dil 
3 and | deſpair. | 

Good Gov! what a fituatjon is his? | 
Fees indeed, they reſemble the poor... Pro- 
digal i in the Parable, in the moſt affecting 
ſenſe of the words. They have ſpent. all, 
Yes! their innocence, their peace of mind, 
their health, perhaps, their fortune, their 
confidence in Gop, their hopes i in a cruci- 
fied Redeemer, and their reverſion, of an 
eternal inheritance i in the kingdom c of Hea- 
ven—all, all is for ever ſquandered away. 
Now commences the mighty famine of the 
ſoul— That ſpiritual wapt and neceſſity, 
from the direction of divine Grace, . for 
the endurance of which but one ſleepleſs 
night. an age of diſſipation would be 3 
mean and an in2dequate recompence. op 

Ah, how bitterly do they now lament 
that ill- ſtarred hour, when delubed by a 
ſpecious ſhew of happineſs, or enticed by 
Lg ps of a giddy multitudes, they 
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"Pleafure;,-or, the prodigal Son. 
made a covenant with yolupti 


they went and joined themſelves io & citizen 


of that country—ſome profelied | maſter, or 


miſtreſs of Arts, in the ſcience of ſen 


And what, what, at laſt, was Pg 


honourable employment which he affigned 
them? He ent them into bis fields to feed 


fine." Their moral freedom then was to- 


tally loſt, and they are degraded to the ab. 
ject condition of ſervants or bondmen. 
In religion and virtue alone conſiſts the 


Hiberty of a rational creature, and every 


deviation from them, though it lead 70 


licentioaſneſs, ends in abject ſlavery. He 
that is once entangled in a habit of vice or 


folly, is no longer his own maſter; his 
reaſon is dethroned, and his tyrannie Jar 


hurry him whitherſoever they will. Theſe 


are the ſwine which he is condemned to 
feed his own brutal appetites. His body 
js but the ye, here the unclean; beaſt 


allows in all the filth of ſenſuality, and 
In ontal n is ſent on vile 


8 e 


ouſneſs, and SERM. | 5 
ſaid to Pleaſure, be thou my good! when a 


207 


— — 5 —— 
—_ * n 
„„ 
FA. +. Y le 
5 


„ 
* LY 


* 
* 1 


Id 


Mt 86 * en e 1 * 
CE as 1 — oj _ * = 
_ ad a * * N * ; n 
th * ' CRE 


x 


* 


My a 5 2 
9 k 721 £4 4 5 
N 5 A EYES eu, HP 
RS Fans 7 F 5 q 
x * 
P 7 A * „. RS 4 
Fae, 1 a 8 * 
7 4 2 
# >< 
6” 


33 


* 


. 


. 
"4 
4 
; 
3 
4 
7 
3 
4 
PR 


* 


U 


Phaſures or, the prodigat Son. 
* errands to drydge, and cater for her ind. 
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But can that be the chief pleaſure of a - 
man which the brutes enjoy, in common 


us? Was a felf-conſcious, almoſt angelic. 
being created only to cat and drink, 


/ guſted with the pleaſures of yeſterday; but 
its in ſpite: of experience, depends upon 
ſatiafaction to-day. He is once more diſ- 
ppointed, and mourns... The engage- 
ments of n ee n up, ay 


ations to e of 1 Ts is _ 
«and af mirth, Wee it? He 
ſeeks in his to give himſelf untg 
unto himſelf men+ſingers 
and a re and the delights of 


the ſons of men, as muſical 


ar 8 1 "_ a8, 
. 
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_ - we may as reaſonably expect to make a 


SEAL 


a thoſe of all forts; whatſoever his oye SERM. 
defireth, he keeps not from it, he with | 
holds not his heart from any joy, bun ny 
ſtill lies down fpiritleſs and dejectedgrans. 
claiming, ** all is vanity and vexation o 
e ſpirit!” And while the ſpiritual mam has 
diſcovered a ſeeret to rejoice in tribula, 
tion; he finds himſelf condemned to ſor- Ss 
'. row in delight. Fain would be haus. 
., filled his belly with the buſes that the fins 

* did eat; and no man gave unto him,” No; 
it is impoſſible that any mere ſublunary ob- 
je& ſhould ever fill up the vaſt capacity of 
an immortal ſoul. : Whatſogyer is in the 
world, is either the luſt of the fleſh, the 
4 Juſt of the eye, or the pride of life,” and 


— 


meal upon the air, to heal a wounded con- 

ſcience by applying a plaiſter, or a Jaun- | 
diced eye by a diſcourſeon light and colours, 

as to ſatisfy the human mind by theſe buſts | 
that the ſwine did cat—which are ſuited 
only to the animal part of our Natures, | 
& time will en Y 


x Fe 


* 
» 


 Plegfures or, the prodigal Son.) 


2 M. will feel and confeſs, that ſpiritual thin 
are the proper food of the Soul; the Bread 


of Life our only ſuſtaining. nouriſnment, 


and the duties of rational Religion, all that 
can ſatisfy a being, thirſting after immor- 
tality. But theſe alas! no man gave unto 


him. No; they were no where to be found 
in the ſplendid ſcenes of diſſipation. Stung 


to the heart with diſappointment, his fa- 


miſhed Soul groaning with anguiſh,” and 
his fevered Body caſt on the ſolitary bed of 
ſickneſs, be comes 7o himſelf at laſt. He 
reflects on the heartfelt happineſs of the 
Righteous, and envies the meaneſt Chriſ. 
tian upon earth, whoſe confidence in Gop 
fills him with ſatisfaction „even in the 
pooreſt and meaneſt condition of life 
whoſe chief pleaſure it has been - hoſe 
meat and drink it is to do the will of Him: 


that ſent him. Hou many. bired Jervants, 


, © my heavenly Father baue bread. enough 
and to ſpare, while I periſh with (hunger, 
Thus faith the Lord Gop, behold my 
ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be hungry, 
oe” =—_—- behold 


ee er, the prada Sor. 


oe behold my ſervants ſhall. drink, but ye SER. 
& ſhall be thirſty; behold my ſervants ſhall — 
; 10 rejoice, but ye ſhall be aſhamed; they 


e ſhall fing for joy of heart, but ye ſhall 


* cry for ſorrow, and howl for n 
* of ſpirit,” _ 

While the eternal whit 80 vanity deaf”. 
10s ened my ears, and blinded my eyes, I 
thought and ſpoke of theſe with ridicule 


and contempt. I heard not the ſoft 


wuhiſpers of Conſcience; -I read not the 
ſtrong demands of Reaſon, though written 


with a ſun- beam on my own heart. I now 


read, I hear, and I tremble. I tremble 
at that in which I once triumphed, I bluſh 
at that of which I was once ſo proud, re- 


garding it as the only important buſineſs of 
life. How do I now envy thoſe whom TI 


ſo long deſpiſed? O Pleaſure! Pleaſure! 
thou haſt undone me. I cultivated Thee as 
A ſubſtantial - Good, but have only ſown = 
the wind, and reaped the whirlwind. 
What art thou, ſpecious deluſion ! but the 
| death of reaſon, the 


| 7 of real joy, and 
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8 R M. the charnel-houſe of morality. Mai; 
Gap deſperate man, the firſt hour He ſets up for 


1 and impatient of controul, quits 
the Houſe and Authority of his heavenly 
Father, in the very moment of liberty, is 


the greateſt of ſlaves. How ſhackled and 


bound, how harrafſed and ſtarved, have I 
been (muſt he fay) in the midſt of my 
riots! what a famine of true delight and 


fatisfaQtion! I have ſlept on a precipice, 


and dreamed I was in Heaven; if I had 


then fallen deſpair and diſtraction are in 


the thought! Bleſſed — for ever bleſſed 
and adored be the divine Goodneſs, I am 
now awake, and in my ſenſes. What, O 


my ſoul! injured, neglected monitor 


what is to be done? I will ariſe and go to 
my Father, and will ſay unto him, Father, I. 
| have finned againf} Heaven, and before J. bets 
and am no more worthy to be called thy fon. 
Happy they, who are convinced hefore it 


is too latef Happy they, who ſuffer 


themſel ves to be tirnely called off from the 


. of * in that fool's 
| 8 un 
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Ploſurez or, the prodigal don. 
luded! 


utterly irreproachable; to enjoy which is our 
wiſdom and our duty. We may frequently 


have recourſe to ſach fincere, and manly 


Pleaſures, as neither dangerouſly raiſe our 


paſſions, nor depreſs our reaſon; which are 


neither fo fine and fpiritual, that the body 


can have no participation of them, nor ſo 
groſs and feculent, that the ſoul ſhould be 


aſhamed of them. But Nature itſelf has 
aſſigned their proper bounds; for though 


they are capable of refreſhing us when 
weary, and fatigued; yet have they ever 

been found to weary and fatigue us when 
refreſhed. If therefore even theſe engage 
too much of our time and attention; are 


| neſs, the firſt object of our deſires—they” 


will inſenſibly ſteal away our hearts from 
| Gop, who io the chief Geod, and make 


us | 


Some recreation, M With bd cats 16 
natural, is perhaps neceſſary, and therefore 


30g 
paradiſe, into which almoſt the whole SER Ms 
nation have ſuffered themſelves ths de- 
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Plegſurs 1 . the 3 Son. | 
b and e nene | 


after. . 1 
The Pleaſures pA mere Cnfualifts. net 
only die in fruition, but are remembered 


with regret. Thoſe of the ſpiritual; man 
_ ſarvive the preſent enjoyment, and are as 


_ ſweet in retroſpect as in poſſeſſion. 'Their's 


leſſen on repetition; hit increaſe. Their's 
. create and aggravate calamities ; ;ohis avert 
many, and alleviate all. Their's haſten 

death, and increaſe its terrors; Bit owe 
their perfection to his laſt hour, after 
having heightened and lengthened all the 


bleſſings of life. And what a wretch is 


that happineſs what an ideot that wiſ- 


dom, that can offer no comfort, in the 


days of darkneſs, and in the hour of death! 


Their delights, mere /en/itrves in the Gar- 
den of Life, look gay for a moment, but 
are barren—ſhrink at the touch of Wiſ. 
dom, and fade and wither in the winter 
of Adverſity. - His are ever green, that like 
et the Tree of Life, bear twelve manner. of 
25 . and the leaves * the Tree are for 
44 the 
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8 - Fountains: of Heaven, and are rwote: on SER 


the everlaſting hk the rock. gd Sal- — 


vation! 


If all thin bis va . times 
demonſtrated by experience, Wherefore El 
do ye {ſpend your money—waſte” your 
* time and-ſpirits—for that which is not 


<<, bread?. and your labour for that which 
< ſatisfieth not?” Ohl for the voice of 


an arch-angel to prevail on us all, high 

and low, rich and poor, by one mighty 

effort, to lift up our hearts from earth to 
Heaven, where true joys are to be found $5 
and return in time to that kind and loving 


Father, who will even yet have compaſ- 
ſion on his poor prodigal Son—will meet 


im, a great way of in the road of Refor- 
mation, embrace him with the arms of his 
mercy; even rejoicing that his Son, who 
daf dead, 1s alive _— was 10 of, _ it 


2 5 : 


dee and encourage- | 
ments are ineffectual to ſtop the voluptuous 


. ſinging, dancing, drinking, dreſ- 


ore. 33 5 fing, ; 


F* 


RM. 


SEAM, ſing, and: pampering, himſelf into1a-giddy 


nfibility, - on the very brink of unfa- 
we mult een give 


young 


| | thomable Eternity; 
up for -ever,—** Rejoice, ' O 
and let 
in the days of thy youth, and 
ways of thy heart, and in the 
eyes; but know thou 


1 $5 afſuredly, 
* will bring thee into Judgment! 
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HAT Gov is a Spirit, and that 
that would worſhip him, muſt wor- 7 2 
ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth namely by — 
| itation-of his own l ions; | 
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deemer's miſſion was to deliver men Gow 
that yoke and burthen of ceremonious ob- 


| ſervances, which human invention had intro-— 
_ duced, and toeſtabliſh Religion upon its im- 
mutable foundation of perſonal Virtue and 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs. This ſubſtitu- 


tion of the means for the end — bodily 
worſhip for internal purity had prevailed to 


— 


ſuch a degree, that Gop himſelf, in con- 
deſcenſion to their infirmity — conſidering 
| the hardneſs of their hearts, and the per- 
verſion of their underſtanding, was was 'ohli- 
ged (as it were by the dictates of his own 
- adorable. mercy) to prove the obedience 
gen peculiar people, the — giving 
them ſuch poſitive precepts, as had Hoa 
themſelves, any defined moral ſignifcancy 
their obligation depending principally. upon 


| their being poſitively comma 


« them alſo ſtatutes (aays the Lord by the 
«© mouth of his Prophet Ezckiel--ſtatutes 
” that were. not good were not in their 


own. nature ſpecifically. righteouſneſs, but 
* 5 a only 


1 7 ; 
. — * 4 

i 5 be . \ 
* 5 __ : 

4 

4 1 

„ Py , 
4 
* 8 
418 * 
"I ; | : 5a 
= F ; * of 
* AT + 
p 4 C 
- - £5 * » 
* * 2 
. 4 2 5 N * 
Nog E 1 
8 5 $242 4 J * 
. 5 L 
x . ; E OP ; 
* * 3 4 1 NY 2 : et 1 . ; & i 
1.07 ». "Pp vo . » 8 
2 5 NN — ef _—_— gr 
c 4 BELLE PH 1 


0 only relatively good; as beſt ſuited to tlie capa- . 


Preparation for the 'Satrinier 


city of thole perſons, whoſe underſtandings 


were perverted and could not immediately 
be exalted to an apprehenſion of the more 
ſublime and ſpiritual parts of Religion. 


7 


A willing. and diligent obſervance of theſe 


mere e eee as it was a Tone 4 


And, although — eee. be 


EL: the weightier matters of the Law the 


matters alone indiſpenſably, and nn 


C 


and univerſally p. ura, were n it, 
Mercy, and Truth, "ar 
Io theſe, ieee it was that the Mok 
High Gov fo continually and pathetically 
Gs — his people by the Prophets, de- 
| with the moſt awful ſolemnity, on 
all thc that every merely external 
compliance, whether Circumciſion, Puri- 1 
fication, Sacrifice, Praiſe, or Prayer, in 
1 ape with a heart and affections de- 
ted to virtue, was of no value whatever, 
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The ſame great buſineſs is proſecuted by 


every ſucceeding Prophet ; in wi 
the people by degrees, as they were able to 
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bear . Kom their undue eſteem of ritual 


o 
SS 


and © performances,” and im- 
preſs on e fouls the true and fpiritual 
nature of religion; till, at laſt, in the ful- 
neſs of time, when the human underftand- 
ing had been improved by | eir inceffint 
_ teaching on the one hand, and the excellent 
progreſs of philoſophy and polite literature 
among the nations, on the other; and pre- 
”""__ by both for the reception of truth it< 
609 wholly aboliſhed thoſe 
rites by the coming of his own Son; 
whom he ſent forth into the world, 
made under the Law, to redet 


em them that 
were under the law, that we might receive 
che adoption of ſohs that 2, de renewed 
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SEAM. Habib Fr 
= as weſhall become partakers of his holineſs. 


Preparation for the Sacramett. 
by our Heavenly Father, 


In the Chriſtian Church, therefore; un- 
n by the ſuperſtition of Popery, 
there are no more than #40. poſitive inſtitu- 


tions enjoined as generally neceſſary to ſal- 


vation, which natural religion has not 
ſuggeſted—Bapti iſm. and the SuPPER: o 


THE, LoRD.. And indeed both theſe are 
. ſo wonderfully ſignificant, and the con- 


nexion between the ſign and the thin g A- 
nified ſo. extremely obvious. and. evident, 
that they can. hardly be regarded as inſti- 


tutions merely poſitive. By ihe one, we 
are admitted into the ſociety of Chr 


and made members of the myſtical body : 


of CuR1sT ; 35 by the other we are con 
firmed and eſtabliſned in chat ſtate; 2 


receive ſpiritual nouriſhment. as members 
united to the ſame Head, Lean; 
partakers of the benefits of the 
paſſion of the crucified Son of. od... 
It is with reſpect to the latter of thee 
moſt holy, rational, and neceſſary inſtitu- 


tions, 


tions, that we are iſo. eatefolly: inſtructed SER; 2 


by the words of Bo wert. ment is 3 
; | = obſeryable, 2 12 . 88 „ 


B WP ke 


1 I. the fb re. 1. the 79 2 al, 

of communicating in that Sacrameat, is 
' fCuppoſed: to be already fo ſatisfictorily 
| proved to, and univerſally acknowledged 
by all, who profeſs and call themſelves 
Chriſtians, that the bleſſed A poſtle ſeems 

to think it unneceſſary even to exhort them T 
in expreſs terms, to remember it to be at the 
peril of their own. immortal. fouls, that 

WE W in ag heir backs on ew: 


8 Kenda, 5 raking it Sr 2 that | 
whenſocver the communion was celebrated, 
every one would be eager to partake of i it, 
he is only ſolicitous to remind them of the 
care and preparation neceſſary to perform . 

185 worthily. Leet a nan examine himſelf, @ 


Land fo let him xt of that bread, and | e 
| drink of that cup.” | +} 10 Bats 2 3 
io S; 74 5 e 2 8 EL £ 15 * 1 n 8 8 he 
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s . Preparation for the Sacranont; 


. SERM.” | But what muſt be the ſentiments— 
— unſpeakable the ſorrow; aſtoniſhment; and 
indignation of this zealous ſervant of the 

bleſſed Jesvs, could he behold the num- 

| 5 bers, who, at the preſent day, with the 
_ utmoſt indifference and unconcern, depart 
5 from the place of publick worſhip, as it 
Po | were in habitual contempt of that laſt re- 
„ queſt of the benevolent Saviour of their 


| fouls; Do this in Temeinbrance of me?” 
| | What interpretation could even his _ 


charity put upon ſuch impiety, but 
E =: that the departers are not aſhamed: 4 
ä proclaim to the world that they are, at 
Preſent, either in the courſe of their bu- 
fineſs or their pleaſures, ſo retained by dis- 
honeſt profits and impure indulgences, that 
they have fixed it as a principle in their 
ſouls, never to approach the means of ſal- 
vation, till their avarice and their luſts 
he Real be fully fatisfied. No one would be 
ſurpriſed that the fraudulent \ trhdeſman, 
a he drunkard, or the whoremonger ſhould 
1 - 1 2 to ave the ſacrament, but nag 


S 7 


Preparation for the Sacrament. 


how they could ſo far impoſe upon them- 
ſelves as to ĩmagi 

refuſal could be concealed from their neigh- 
bours. . No—while they are obſtinately de- 
_ termined to fin, on, as long as any profit 
can be gotten by it, the yery efficacy, of the 
ſacrament is their objection toit: to weaken 
the force of temptations they cannot but 
know and feel is to diveſt themſelves of their 


beſt apology for their preſent purſuits, - 
which conſiſts in ſuppoſing thoſe tempta- 


_ tions irreſiſtible, and ſuch as every other 
man, in their ſituation, muſt and would 
ſubmit to. And indeed, what temptation 
can prevail upon thoſe perſons deliberately 
: and habitually to continue in fin againſt 
their Gop, or to practice any acts of de- 
bauchery, fraud, and injuſtice, who have _ 
before their own eyes, the Lamb of Gon 
' - himſelf ſhedding his moſt precious blood. 
to redeem them from the dominion and pu- 
niſhment of that very ſin, which N 
are now tempted to commit? What heart 


_ om: be fo obdurate—what breaſt. ſo un 


grateful 
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: j SER Mu. grateful, as to perfiſt in ithe commiſſion of : 
. : 
_— — any! ſin, when he (as it were) ſees and hears ; 
_ | his dying Saviour, entreating beſeech- 1 
= ing him to avoid that which. was the cauſe 
_ Pe of his bitter and ignominious death? In 
1 : matters of civil concern, we always endea- 
= 1 vour to remember the inſtructions of a dying 
= |: | friend; and think that nothing more facredly 
—_— obliges us than his laſt and moſt affection- 
LET» a ate-defites: 'but how much more religiouſly 
® | muſt we feel ourſelves conſtrained to ob- 
' ſerve thoſe precepts, which we find the 

lover of our ſouls enjoining us, not only 
—_— . when dying, but, aſtoniſhing conſideration! 
vp ben actually dying for our ſakes ?—dying! 
Bf on purpoſe to enable us to fulfil them? 
* No the mean to preſerve theſe impreſ- 
I ſions conſtantly freſh upon our minds is to 
partake frequently and regularly of thoſe 

elements which our Lox p himſelf has ap- 
pointed to be received as the moſt proper 

remembrances off himſelf. When we ſee | 
the bread broken, and the wine poured, out; 5 
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Preparation for the Sacrament. 


Ones from the univerſal ſlavery of 


One great and principal end there- 
= of the inſtitution of the ſaerament of 


the Lord's Supper is, by means of out- 


ward and viſible figns, apt and decent, pro- 
per, ſignificant, forcible, and affecting, to 
imprint on our minds the remembrance of 


CuR1sT's death and paſſion; according to 


hat of the author of my text, as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, | 


«© ye ſhew the LoxDp's death till he come: 


ſo that having frequently before our eyes 
thoſe affecting inſtances of his unparalleled 


love; and being continually reminded of 
the true end and deſign of his ſufferings, 


we may be the more ſtrongly fortified 
againſt all temptations that would ſeduce 


us to ſin againſt ſo ſtupendous a benefactor. 


Our ſins nailed CHRIS to the croſs; and if 
we would not crucify him to ourſelves afreſh, 


Chong viſible repreſentation of the wrath of e 9 
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dody was broken on the croſs, and his life's SER M. 
ood SHE - 

bl poured out for us men; and for Our, 
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e = the Sacrament. 


. againſt fnners, in whoſe ſtead be was pute 
* — death, is wonderfully adapted to induce us to 
earneſt and true repentance, and to walk 


warily in theſe dangerous days; fleeing from 
thoſe vices, for which we ſee with our o.]ꝗꝓn 


eyes the curſe of Gop to be due. 


Such then being the plain and evident 


tende cy of this divine inſtitution to 
ſtop us in the career of ſenſuality, and ten- 
der us uneaſy and ſelf- condemned in the 
-purſuit of diſhoneſt profits, and diſhonour- 


able pleaſures, it cannot be otherwiſe but 
that men's indiſpoſition to the holy ſacra- 


ment ſhould be in proportion to their at · 


tachment to their boſom ſins.— This, 
** therefore, is their condemnation, that 
cc light is come into the world” the effec- 


tual means of reformation are before them 


* but that they love darkneſs rather than 
* light, . becauſe their decds are evil. For 


every one that doeth evil, hateth the light, 


neither cometh to the i leſt een 


t. ee, tl. 
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And how great ſoever may be our SER . 


church, regardleſs of every admonition, 


invitation, and entreaty not to abſtain from 
the Logy's: table, and ſeparate from their 
brethren, who ſtay behind to feed on the 


banquet of that moſt heavenly food; — we 


cannot be ſurpriſed ; knowing that the Spirit 
ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in theſe latter 
5 times © * ſome hall depart from the faith, 
3s having t their conſcience ſeared with a hot 


4 


4 jron; lovefs of their own ſelves, covetous, 


0 proud, blaſphemers, unthankful, unholy, 


e incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that 


| 9 «are good, ſtubborn, high-minded, lovers 


« of pleaſures more than lovers of Gop; 


| denying, with horrible ingratitude, denying 
the laſt dying requeſt of the Loxp that 
bought them. But they ſhall proceed no 
further, without having the motives of 


their conduct made manifeſt unto all men. 


7 or- it is concerning ſuch FRAN that 
: oi. *. LE ” x 17 8 wh & 1 ER: | our 


5 ap 


3 when we behold, many any 
55 walking with utter indifference out of the = 


1 * 


= - l |  Proparatio for” the Sd. 1 15 


* 11 our Apoſtle bar with the moſt awful ſo- 
= lemnity, preſcribed the indiſpenſable duty 
of the Minifters'of the Goſpel: I charge : 

| | « thee,” therefore, before Gor and the 
—_— . «© Lok D Ixs us CartsT, who ſhall judge 

1 3 EG. - * the! quick and the dead, at his pen 
3 in his kingdom ; preach the word, de in- 
i ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; reprove, —_ 
1 1 =: ow rebuke, exhort, becauſe, while they pro- 5 * 
= : 4 fels that they know God, by their works. EY 
00 they deny him, being g abominable and 125 - 
725 ce diſobedient, and unto DI. good work = 
1 © reprobate.” Ro 25 
If there be any exception to this charge 

it muſt be in favour of the ignorant and un- | 

| inſtructed; ho abſtain from the Lonxp's "= 
= - Table, hot from the love of vice, but 
—_ te fear r of communicating unworthily, and 
, I K . : N without that preparation of the heart and af. . 
—_— Feclions, which, although they are con- ; 
—_— 2L vinced of its neceflity, they do not per- 85 
fectly comprehend. They are terrißel by 
chat declaration immediately preceding my 


text ; 60 vhoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and ! 
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drink this cup of the Lon p unworthily 8 
| Js guil ty of tlie body and blood of the 


i . „ N 
| ORD ;, 51 at is 2 ROY: yy, in not "* 


FF cerning . 
4: N ſo ks, an act of N by 8 
= fie apprehen ion of it, But this is 
_ evidently, not their caſe: : on the contrar * 


* 


5 they have been 
© the aw fulneſs of 
Ys — Equally. unconcerned are e they, therefore, 
> in the fubſequentdeclaration ; that c he that | 
d eateth and drinketh unworthily,” that i is 
5 (as St. Paul bas himſelf explained it) as if 5 
= = be def d the church of Gon, and! was 1 
:  volupmouſly cating and. drinkin | 
. otous entertainment in his own "houſe— 0 
5 =, 1 ON eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf; 
| or, as the word i is tranſlated i in the margin 
5 4 F the bible, A judgement—ſome temporal 
"ca | mity; and that this is his meaning is 
we, _ demonſtrable beyond A doubt, by. 
8 . he immediately adds; for this cau — 
. | account of. this. Prog, " e are 
ey 55 3 W 
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ration for the. Sacrament. 


O77 R mY fieep,” As to rhoſe humble, ſerious, Chrif- 


— tians, who have no fi uch irreverent ſenti- 
ments of the ſacrament ; „ neither need 
they have any fear of the judgements, de- 


V. L. 


nounced againſt that peculiar ſpecies af u un- 


| worthinels.” For, he exprelsly ſays, if 
we would judge ourſelyes, we ſhould not 


«he Judged: '—or liable to any of thoſe 
judgements: for they are, moſt evidently 


words of encouragement, and merely : a kind | 


and loving repetition of the direction in 
my text; Let a man examine bimſelf, 


and 10 let him eat of that bread, 7 
« drink of that cup.” No this ſelf⸗ 


judgement and examination can only 
conſiſt of two things —either an enquiry 
into our habitual religious principles and 


general practices, Whether we are really, 5 


and at the bottom of * our hearts, fincere 


2 + 


4 Chriſtians | upon rational conviction, - or are 


bx; or elſe, an enquiry into the preſent. 


difpoſition of our minds, whether we be. 
at thit- Particular ti ine, in A devout by ne and 
| You. or not 5 in one word, iether it 


a 
1 
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F and intention to devote ourſelves 8 It M. 
henceforth to the ſervice of God, with —— 


; ſuch a repentance for our paſt fins as has 


induced us to form a reſolution of forſaking 
them for the future; or whether we be 


ſtill wholly devotcd to the world. Both 
branches of this enquiry are contained in 


the anſwer to that queſtion in your church 


_ Catechiſm; what is required of thoſe who. 
come to the Lok p's ſupper? To the 
former the reply is to examine them 


4 ſelves; whether they have a lively faitn 


* of God's mercy, through CurisT, 


% with a thankful remembrance of his 
death or of his dying to redeem us 


from fin and eternal miſery: to the latter ; 


Ls % examine themſelves, whether they 


«« repent them truly of their former fins, 
1 ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new life, 


4 and to be in charity with all men. 


The firſt enquiry is indeed of infinite 
importance, but then it is as eaſy as it is 


neceffary.” © Examine yourſelves (ſays 
«our e whether ye be in the faith; 


+ . $8 Þ Pye” 


- eo 


Preparation for the bccrama 


| SERM. 0 your own ſelves 5 'know ye not your own 
— E ſelves, that Jxsus Cuxisr is in you, 


« except ye be Reprobates? No man 
but the reprobate therefore is abſolutely de- 
ſtitute of the faith. Hence it is that St. 
John tells us, the children of Gon are 
i manifeſt, and the children of the Devil; 
it is impoſſible for any man in his ſenſes 
to miſtake, when he communes Wm His 
own heart, to whom he belongs. 
The reprobate or children of ihe Devil N 
ale they, who are blaſphemers of their 
80. malicious mockers and deſpiſers of 
things ſacred - incorrigible ſabbath-break- 
ers having no ſenſe of the Majeſty of 
Goh upon their minds, but habitually pro- 
faning that holy and adorable name, by 
| horrible curſing and ſwearing :—if any 


man live in the practice of ſecret fraud in 


the conduct of his worldly buſineſs, if he 
thirſt for. revenge, and | treaſure up ma- 
lice in his heart—if any man lin ulge him- 
ſelf in the violation of chaſtity, or be aban- 
ancd to W _ driuikennelds in 


6 IT. 25 
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ſhort, if he be determined to have his por- S ERM. 
tion in this world, whatever may be his lot — 
in the next his own conſcience, however 
_ diſcouraged, will infallibly whiſper: to his 
ſoul his genuine character. Of ſuch a 
perſon, there can be no doubt, but that he 
is as utterly unworthy of, as he is unwilling 
i to approach the table of the Lox D: un- 
VvVorthy to join himſelf to any religious Aſ- 
ſembly whatſoever—unworthy to bear the 
name and profeſſion of a Chriſtian - un- 
Vorthy to live, and yet wholly unfit to die 
 —unworthy ſo much as to lift up his eyes 
towards heaven (the throne of his inſulted 
Creator, and rejected Redeemer) till a ſoul- 
felt conviction of his univerſal unworthi- 
. neſs ſhall compel him to ſmite on his breaſt 
ſaying, Gop be merciful to me a ſinner! 
Without this conviction, and its neceſſa- 
ry conſequence, a total change of his 
courſe of life, and an effectual reformation 
of his manners; it is moſt certain, that the 
holy communion can do nothing to expiate 
bis e nee 895 e reraineth 
e N Ts, 41266 ears : 


4. 
; 
1 
- * * 
\ - 


4 
* 1 
8 28 x 
e 2 8 ; 
* 8 1 * * 


8E RM. 


Preparation for the Sacrament ent. 


«there any other facrifice ſor ks ſins, 
« but only a certain fearful looking- for 


4 judgement and fiery. ee e 


* ſhall devour the adverſaries. 


But we are perſuaded better chitlge; of 


you, my brethren; that ye are not of them 


who thus renouncing the Goſpel, both in 
faith and practice, draw back unto per- 


dition; but of them who believe to he | 


falvation of their ſouls. 


Leis Guoofore: wy to the freand b branch 


ie may —— beſpeak your parti- 


cular attention. And here it is evident as 
well from reaſon as from revelation, that 
if a man, in the general courſe of his life, 
has made it his ſincere endeavour to obey 
time in the habitual practice of ſobriety, 


truth, virtue, and honeſty; if he has either 


been ſo happy as to avoid all great crimes, 
or at leaſt has truly 2 of, by utterly 


forſaking them; his conſcience only ac- 
cuſing him of the auly incurſions of hu- 


man frailty, thoſe frailties which even the 
3 ws | 1 wile 


125 k » 8 4 3 N , 6 dag A $3 x A 
* : 199 og 5 - F 4 x on * 4 WT . . * 
a 1 "M7 F 1 ” a -4 2 n en 2 : ater 4 


Preparation for the Sacrament. 329 
wiſeſt and beſt of men always complain of, SERM. 
but can never wholly avoid ;—the devia- wy 
tions of inadvertency—the ſmall ſurpriſes "+ 
col paſſion, and ſudden temptations of things 
not of the higheſt importance — the Ccare- 
leſſneſs of an unguarded word, the vanity 
of an indecent neee want of equal 
warmth in the s of devotion, confeſ- 
ſion, Praiſe, e prayer, which may be a 
mere conſtitutional infirmity; - when this 
is the caſe, an examination into the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of his mind, whether it be 
at that particular time in a devout frame 
and temper, or juſt then unhappily en- . 
groſſed by ſecular cares and concerns, is 
the principal queſtion which muſt be an- N =} 
ſwered by an enquiry into his own con- 
| ſcience, If there be any difficulty in it, 
tis our mighty conſolation to reflect that 
the very defireto perfect holineſs in the filial 
fear of the Lord is to be /piritually-minded, 
_ which (ſays the Apoſtle) is life / and peace. 
; So that thoſe pious : mr ariſtians of melan- 


| choly- diſpoſitions, who are ' diſtracted by 
\.,  ſerupkes, and overwhelmed by a reveren- | 
| a = 
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tial awe of the holy table, can never be 
in danger of approaching unworthily, in 


the | ſcripthre ſenſe of the word; for we 
are expreſsly told, that conſiſted in not dif- 


cerning the Loxp's body; but in commu- 
nicating with the ſame careleſsneſs and in- 


8  Aifference as if they were ſitting down to an 
ordinary banquet, wholly unconnected with 


religion. It is impoſſible that exceſs of 


reverence ſhould be miſtaken for ere 


tion, to which it is directly contrary. 
No no man can ſay that Ixsvs is the 
Lok p, or aſcribe-true glory to him, but 
by the Holy Ghoſt. And we have not 
* received the ſpirit of bondage again to 


4 fear; but we have received the ſpirit of 


©. «adoption, whereby we ery Abba, Father. 


So that the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs 
ee with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 


Go.“ Andit is for the holy nouriſhment 


Ty of the ſincere though im- 
ect children of Gop, that the eter- 
nal Wiſdom hath furniſhed her table, ery- 


ing eg nu Ny" * © Come = of: my 


* 
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& Bread, and drink of the wine which I 8 ER M 
have mingled. Forſake the fooliſh and —— 


5 40 live, and go in the way of underſtanding. 

It is Gop that worketh in them both to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure; and 
may we not be confident of this very thing. 
that he who hath begun a good work in 


them will not leave them deſtitute of any 
neceſſary ſuccours of his grace in their en- 
deavours to obey and glorify him? In the 


ſincerity of thoſe endeavours conſiſts” the 


genuine ſpirit of devotion. ' 80 that they _ 


are, in fact, always truly reli gious; although 
they may not perhaps be always equally en- 
5 bl of it, to their own ſatisfaction. Their 


lamps, if not always equally'7#immed,” are 
nevertheleſs always burning. The wedding 


garment of holy preparation is actually 


upon them, however it may be occaſionally 
diſordered by the incurſion of inevitable 
_ cares,” or by the mpeg Webs, ew | 


fidence, and melancholy. 


Upon every ſolemn invitation: to the 
Altar a chief 8 required of us * 


1 Preparation for the Sacrament. 
1 ä - to clevate our affeQions to the higheſt 
N 3 = — gree of. mmm we can—S 
__ , worldly thoughts, 9 een e 
5 diſpoſition of our ſouls, devoting. as much 
. mi:ime to prayer as our opportunities afford, 
LESS without nen bra or eee e 
ds 1 1 ted, ee vir- 
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=; 5 0. roy vicious, rere 
5 5 bauched can at no time be rendered worthy 
any formal preparation of a few | 


bund repentanee and change of life, the 
. communion of the latter is horrible x 


natzon and deteſtable hypocriſy, while that 
by the general te- 


= "7 nor of their principles and practiceb, will 
5 be mercifully accepted as an offering and | 
= &acrificeito Gon i ſor a ſweet · ſmelling ſa- 
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beloved I Es us, and enable them to put on 

the new man, whch after God is created i in 

righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 55 
For as it was denounced to our firſt pa- 


1 res, concerning the forbidden tree, in 


* the day that thou eateſt thereof thou 
* ſhalt ſurely die; ſo hath the ſame Gop 
Omnipotent in mercy ordained for the re- 


covery of our ruined nature, that? he that 
i eateth the fleſh and drinketh the blood "6 


the Son of Man ſhall live for ever. That 


as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall | 


« all be made alive. Bleſſed, therefore, are 
they who conſcientiouſly prepare themſelves 
to do this, as well as all other 47s command- 
ments that they may have right to the Tree 
_ of Life remembering that awful decla- 


ration of him who was ſent on purpoſe to 


. ſeek and to fave thoſe that were loſt Ve- 
 « rily, verily, I fay unto you, except ye eat 


* the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 


5 his blood, ye have no life i in 1 
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vor —be available for a remiſſion of their 8 4 TIE! 


paſt fins, through the ſatisfaction of the 
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SPP thou 250 known, even thou, at 5 


bel an rp Peace! but now they are 
e e Luke Xxix. 41 & 4a. 


de compaſſion, of the tender * 
mercies, and the ſympathiſing pity, 
of the Redeemer of the world! Ne- 
ver was the Man of Sorrows, acquainted— 
familiar with grief, diſplayed in a more en- 
dearing attitude —never was the univerſal 
exhibited in ſofter 
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a momen nent at at the-deſecnt of qunt. of 
Olives, in the midſt of the acc mations 


and hoſannahs of the multitude; when 
caſting his eyes on that city, once the pride 
and glory of the whole earth, the venera- 
ble ſeat of his anceſtors, Kings, Patriarchs, 
and Prophets, its approaching. deſalarior 
ruſhedat once upon his benevolent ſaul; He 
knew that the meaſure of their iniquities 
muſt now ſoon be filled up. Their national 
luxury, abominable pride and horrid im- 
piety— their incurable hardneſs of heart 
and obſtinate infidelity wanted only the 
murder 'of himſelf and of his beloyed 
apoſtles: And friends, to render them ripe 
lor the yengearice of Cob. He forefaw 
the accompliſhment of it and wept.—He 


by t not for comm ot heh them link de 
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micht yet avert the judgements of Gn. 
and obſerving the ma 
ſtructure, and the ineſtimable value: 8 

5 odrnaments; Jxsus ſaid unto them, See 
you not all theſe things? Verily, I ſay . 
& aunto you, there ſhall not be left here „ 
5 8 on jt pn | 


= -- "Pell "us (fy they) when een _ 
ehen theſe things — 26 paleh” e 


1 


= Their” | curioſity ſceming to have a moral 
end religious tendency, he mereifully an- | 
ho 5 ſwers them: When ye ſhall hear of wars 
and rumors of wars; w when nation ſhall riſe 


gw 


"I 

©... 
2 
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7 Things "which | 


* dom. when there ſhall be ſamibes and 


=.  : they ſhould regard rhef as the beginnings 1 
vlt their ſorrows. When ye, therefore (he 
proceeds) ſhall fee the abomination of de- CEE 
ſdolation ſpoken of by the prophet Daniel | 
= IlIthat is, | Jeruſalem beſieged by the Roman 
—_—.. - army, abominable for their idolatries) then 
14 tet them, which be in Judea, fle into the 
=: mountains, for vain would be every thought \* 8 
—_ ol rehſtanee.. For then ſhall be great tribus 
r lation, ſuch as was not ſince the beginning 


| . [ = of | the world. — Or, as it is elſewhere ex- 


_ _prefied—Let them which are in the midſt 

14 -Judea/ depart out; and let not them, 
3 that are in the countries enter 
1 They ſhall fall by the ed 

= V and ſhall be led away 0 intoall oe 
tions, and Jeruſalem. ſhall/be 
_,—_ 8 don. And there ſhall be ſigus in the ſun 

. moon and.iothoſtarey and upon © 
=... es plexity od. fear, 

. and for looking after thoſe things which 
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belmg - unto our Peace. 
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T2. 3 
: vate coming.” For theſs (ſays he) be the TJ RM 


| days of vengeance ! Words of infinite — 


and alarming importance the ſeaſon of 


repentance and mercy would be then paſſed 

for ever and ever. And ſince they had, to 

the laſt moment, perſiſted in deſpiling the 
riches of the Divine Goodneſs and For- 


bearance and Long- Suffering; they would 
find, to their everlaſting confuſion, that their 
hardneſs and impenitent hearts had only 
been treaſuring up unto themſelves wrath 
aꝛgainſt that day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgement of Goo 
The completion of this prophecy, in 


the Ge deſtruction of their city, name, 


and nation, is perhaps the moſt illuſtrious, 


unexceptionable and awakening inſtance 


of divine vengeance that is recorded in the 
whole compaſs of ſacred or civil hiſtory. 


3 Their calamities were as unparalleled as 


their crimes, as horrid as their national im- 


piety, as deep as their pride, as ſevere as 


We and as incurable as their oh- 
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moral and religious duties. hoſe are the 
ä which weer unto-theit, Peace. A 
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1 through gener | repentance : and re- 
formation, the judgements of Nr 5 
he averted, an and the national | proſperi * 
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> Third and laſt place, that 8 


_ pradtifing che things, which belong unte 


our peace, and which alone can preſerve 


or reſtofs it, till, by na judicial blindneſ, 


ien ſhall be hidden from our eyes, and 
our obſtinate abuſe. of the diyine mercyand 
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labors, in comfort, under his ow] n vine, 
and under his own figrtree, from Dan even 
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b 0. followed by the recovery 8 
of their political advantages, and reforma- 
tion and reſtoration went hand in hand. 
But uhen they funk'down into the dreys 
; of impiety and vice, and would no more 
be awakened from their dream of ſenſua- 
lity;” by the thunder and lightening of di- 
vine warnings ; "their national gloty _ 
| moment declined, till from a free and 

dependent dN once renowned 86 0d 
the ret of the world, for their warlike 
N Exploits, they were degraded to a province 
Po to * e, and held in univerſal” cab 
by all | nations on the face of the earth. 
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